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March 27, 2022, 4th Sunday in Lent
Merely Christian

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



4th Sunday in Lent March 27, 2022

*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and are welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
Written by the Rev. Iain Macdonald

ONE: Loving and living Lord, as we welcome you into our midst,
ALL: we call upon you to hallow this time:
ONE: that we may know your blessing,
ALL: and you may know our devotion;
ONE: that we may know your presence,
ALL: and you may know our worship;
ONE: that we may know your will,
ALL: and you may know our willingness;
ONE: that we may know you in the silence … … …
ALL: and you may know us in our praise. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)



Congregational Preparation: Our Darkness is Never Darkness in Your Sight
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)



Scripture  Matthew 12:46–50 (CEB)
While Jesus was speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers stood outside trying
to speak with him. Someone said to him, “Look, your mother and brothers are outside
wanting to speak with you.” Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?”
He stretched out his hand toward his disciples and said, “Look, here are my mother and
my brothers. Whoever does the will of my Father who is in heaven is my brother, sister,
and mother.”

Sermon        "Merely Christian: What Christians Believe"        -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #336 (see next page) Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother? v.1
© 1992 Hope Publishing Company, printed with OneLicense.net license A-726589





Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)

*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #75 (black) Lord, Make Me More Holy
Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more

ho-ly, un-til we meet a-gain. Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly un-til we meet a-gain.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.



Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Changing Mask Policy
In response to the continued decline in COVID-19 cases and transmissibility, the church
council updated the COVID-19 policy to drop the building mask requirement. As has
been the case since the early days of the pandemic, the church is committed to following
scientific metrics based on Georgia Tech's Event Risk Planning Tool
(https://covid19risk.biosci.gatech.edu).

Easter Preparations
As part of the (hopefully outdoor) Easter celebration we are asking parishioners to bring
something to share (handheld breakfast items, juice, water, etc.) as well as items to put
in Easter eggs (candy, stickers, toys) for the children.  There is a paper sign-up sheet
with more details on the bulletin board or you can sign up online using the following
Google form. Please drop off items for the Easter eggs by Sunday, April 10.
https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Choir Practice
Choir practice will begin again on Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  All
are welcome to attend!

Ecumenical Prayer Service for Peace
Churches from around Ankeny will gather together at Our Lady's Immaculate Heart at
noon on Wednesday, April 6, to join in prayers for peace in Ukraine and across the
world. As we listen to continuing calls to repent of violence, greed, and injustice, we
invite you to join us if you are able. Following the service, we will distribute prayer cards
for use in your own daily prayer practice throughout this season and beyond.

Lenten Studies
While we're now two chapters into Mere Christianity, you can still join us on Tuesdays
at 1:00pm and Wednesdays at 7:00pm to ask what makes us Christian, and what we

https://covid19risk.biosci.gatech.edu
https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8


mean when we say Christianity. Just grab a copy of the book and come (Zoom option
available)!

Serving Beyond:
Teens Training Teens: Psychological First Aid (PFA)
Learn skills for PFA during this 3-hour online
course presented by high school students for high
school students. This will help teens learn new
skills for dealing with a crisis and develop skills to
support others in the aftermath of a disaster or
traumatic event.  March 29th and 31st from
6:00-7:30 PM, RSVP to Karen Hyatt at:
khyatt@dhs.state.iowa.us.
Presented by Mindspring Mental Health Alliance
and Project Recovery Iowa.

Volunteers Needed
Hope Ministries will be serving and delivering 1,000+ meals to people in need
throughout the Des Moines area on SATURDAY, APRIL 16 and they are looking for
volunteers (13 or older). They need people to serve onsite as well as driver teams to
help deliver meals around Des Moines. More information is available at
www.hopeiowa.org.

One Great Hour of Sharing
Included in your bulletins are flyers and special offering envelopes for One Great Hour
of Sharing, which supports disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the United
Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries. If you give with cash or check, put
your OGHS offering into an envelope; if you give online, you can designate your gift to
OGHS there.

mailto:khyatt@dhs.state.iowa.us
http://www.hopeiowa.org




A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties). As
we get our feet under us in our return to in-person worship, we have changed some of
our practices for the time being, but are easing in on others.

We have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and we invite you and whoever you
are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, we continue to encourage mask-wear during the service. When we have
communion, it will be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from
the table. Know that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the
table is set for you. Likewise, we invite you to share any offerings you may have in the
plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit. You are invited to sing along with
our hymns during the service.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how
to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.


