
 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 A welcoming church family 
 Exploring progressive Christian theology 
 Caring within and serving beyond 
 An Open And Affirming Church 

 October 24, 2021, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Stewardship 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 22nd Sunday after Pentecost  October 24, 2021 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 *Opening Words #822 (black) 
 O  NE  :  Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore. 
 A  LL  :  From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be 
 praised. 
 O  NE  :  It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
 A  LL  :  to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by 
 night. 
 O  NE  :  In this place in-between the morning and the night, we come to worship God in 
 the presence of Jesus Christ, God's son, and the Holy Spirit that keeps and sustains us. 
 A  LL  :  Come and Worship! 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Nothing Can Ever Come Between Us 
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 Noth-ing can ev-er come be-tween us and the love of God, the love of God re-vealed to 
 us in Christ Je-sus. O---- O--- Noth-ing can ev-er come be-tween us and the love of 

 God, the love of God re-vealed to us in Christ Je-sus 
 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 



 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, we sing our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Gath-er with us chil-dren e-v-ery-where, near and far where'er you be. 
 This is you-r own place of wel-l-come, it is you we lo-ng to see. 

 Scripture  Matthew 18:10–14 (CEB) 
 "Be careful that you don’t look down on one of these little ones. I say to you that their 
 angels in heaven are always looking into the face of my Father who is in heaven.What do 
 you think? If someone had one hundred sheep and one of them wandered off, wouldn’t 
 he leave the ninety-nine on the hillsides and go in search for the one that wandered off? 
 If he finds it, I assure you that he is happier about having that one sheep than about the 
 ninety-nine who didn’t wander off. In the same way, my Father who is in heaven doesn’t 
 want to lose one of these little ones." 

 Sermon  "The Sheep that Make the Flock"  -Pastor Nathan 

 Hymn #553 (black)  "There is a Balm in Gilead" 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 



 *Benediction Response: #80 (black)  Jesus, the Lord is Risen! 
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 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United 
 Church of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our 

 community is incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because 
 of their sexual orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, 

 nationality, faith background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or 
 any of the numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your 

 differences make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are 
 wonderfully and purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place 

 here in fellowship with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can 
 praise, question, worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as 
 part of a community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the 
 members of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place 

 in our community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 



 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 
 Sunday 
 9:30am Christian Ed 
 10:30am Worship 
 11:30am Fellowship 

 3:45pm Trick-or-Treat 
 Monday 
 7:00pm Council 

 Sunday 
 9:30am Christian Ed 
 10:30am Worship 
 11:30am Fellowship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Gemmy Sigma 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Recorded Training for UCC Churches: Serving Afghan Refugees: 
 Churches can take specific actions to help the tens of thousands of  at-risk people now 
 arriving in the U.S. from Afghanistan  . That was the  word from immigration experts — 
 and a former refugee herself — in a September 11th webinar through the national 
 setting of the UCC. The 90-minute presentation,  “Training  for UCC Churches: Serving 
 Afghan Refugees"  , can now be viewed on the UCC's YouTube  channel. The webinar 
 builds on a  new, free toolkit  for churches. It gives  tips on welcoming and advocating for 
 Afghan refugees and holders of special immigrant visas. 



 “God Is No Longer a Working Number”, Rethinking Christianity for the Twenty-first 
 Century, by  Martin Thielen  : 
 " A few years ago, my colorful friend John picked up his cell phone and said, “Siri, call 
 God.” Siri responded, “I don’t see God in your contacts. Should I look for locations by 
 that name?” “Yes,” John replied. Siri then listed nearby churches with “God” in their 
 name. John instructed Siri to call the first one on the list. A moment later John heard a 
 recording say, “The number you have called has been disconnected and is no longer a 
 working number. 
 For millions of people across the globe, God (as we have historically known God) is no 
 longer a working number. Neither is traditional theology or the institutional church. In 
 response, many of these spiritual skeptics have given up on religion altogether. However, 
 plenty of them are still searching for a faith that can work in the modern world. They 
 are asking the hard question, “How can I be an authentic thinking Christian in the 
 modern era?” One day I hope to respond to this crucial question with a full-length book. 
 Meanwhile, this article sketches out, in broad strokes, a three-part strategy for 
 rethinking Christianity in the twenty-first century…" Click  here  to read the full article! 

 Caring Within: 
 Trick-or-Treating for Canned Goods: 
 To join the fun, adults bring your kids for an afternoon of trick or treating for canned 
 goods at church patron houses around Ankeny. Dressing up is encouraged. Donations 
 will then be compiled and given to a local food pantry. 

 Serving Beyond: 
 Adopt A Duck today! 
 Ellipsis (formerly known as YESS) will virtually host its 13th annual Duck Derby on 
 Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. Sponsor a rubber duck or an entire flock, watch it race and wait to 
 win fabulous prizes. Here’s how it works: 
 Donations help Ellipsis serve more than 2,000 children each year by providing 
 Emergency shelter, Crisis nursery care, Mental health counseling, and Care 
 coordination. 



 Ellipsis will livestream the virtual event on Facebook Live. To tune in, like and follow 
 the  Youth Emergency Services and Shelter Facebook  page. Followers will receive a 
 notification when we begin livestreaming. 

 Tour DMARC's Future Headquarters: 
 From our warehouse, to office space, to parking our trucks—our current location is just 
 too small! But soon, we’ll have a space that will give us the capacity to serve the 
 community as we have long hoped. The new building is currently under construction, 
 but we would love the opportunity to show you around! Let us give you a walk through 
 of the new space, so you can see why we are so excited. 
 Join us for one of the following dates or set up a visit with your group! 
 Tuesday, October 26th 4:30 pm 
 Wednesday, October 27th 12:00 noon 
 Wednesday, November 3rd 12:00 noon 
 Thursday, November 4th 4:30pm 
 Monday, November 8th 4:30pm 
 Tuesday, November 9th 12:00 noon 
 RSVP for one of our upcoming tour dates here  or contact  Sarah Trone Garriott 
 stronegarriott@dmarcunited.org  , or (515) 661-9679. 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the  Holy Spirit  to flow  in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. As we get our feet under us in our return to in-person 
 worship, we have changed some of our practices for the time being. 

 First, we have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and  we invite you and whoever 
 you are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews  . Due to the ongoing 
 pandemic, please wear a mask during the service. 

 Second,  we are distributing communion on the way into  the sanctuary  , rather than 
 circulating and serving communion during the liturgy. Know that no matter who you are, 
 or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. Likewise,  we invite you to 
 share any offerings you may have in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you 
 exit. 

 Third,  we are holding off on a return to congregational  singing  during the service. We 
 miss it, too! 

 Finally, it's not yet time to return to our indoor fellowship time, but invite you to 
 socialize out of doors.  Pastor Nathan would be delighted  to see you there following the 
 service. 


