
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 December 25, 2022, Christmas Day 
 Pajama Worship 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 Christmas Day  December 25, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet  new and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 

 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 *Opening Hymn #135 (black)  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 *Words of Welcome and Call to Worship 
 O  NE  :  Merry Christmas! 
 A  LL  :  Merry Christmas indeed, Alleluia! 

 *Hymn #248 (red)  On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation #254 (red)  We Three Kings 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 

 Silent Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 Hymn #224 (red)  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 The children are invited to gather as we sing verse 3 

 Children’s Sermon 

 Scripture  Luke 2:8–20 (CEB) 
 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s 
 angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. 
 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous 
 news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This 
 is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” 
 Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 
 said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” When 
 the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to 
 Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 
 They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When 
 they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who 
 heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to 
 memory and considered them carefully. The shepherds returned home, glorifying and 
 praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been 
 told. 

 Sermon  We End at the Beginning  Pastor Nathan Willard 

 *Hymn #151 (black)  'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

 Offering  (We bring our gifts to God) 
 Offertory Response 782 (black)  Tune #780 

 To God all glorious heavenly Light, 
 to Christ revealed in earthly night, 

 to God the Spirit now we raise, 
 our joyful songs of thankful praise. 



 *Sung Prayer of Dedication #237 (red) Sing We Now of Christmas (v1-2) 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the  world) 

 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #237 (red)  Sing We Now of Christmas (v3-5) 

 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 



 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday, Dec 25 
 9:00am Worship 
 Monday-Tuesday 
 Office Closed 

 Friday, Dec 30 
 Pastor Nathan's Last 
 Day in Office 

 Sunday, January 1 
 9:30 Worship at Ankeny 
 Presbyterian Church 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Linda Shaull 

 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 office@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Name Tags 
 Do you have a name tag? Look down! Are you wearing it? If not, now's a great time to 
 go and grab it, so our visitors and people newer to the church can greet you by name. 
 Can't find your name tag? Let us know in the office, and we can make you one! 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Advent Worship Schedule 
 December 24: 5:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
 December 25: 9:00am Pajama Worship 



 Caring Within: 
 Chorus Practice 
 There will be no choir practice this coming week, December 28.  Practice will start 
 again on January 4. 

 End of Year Reminder 
 If you donate at church with a check or cash and want your contribution to be on your 
 2022 Giving Statements, December 25th is the last Sunday service in 2022. If you plan to 
 mail your donation, please mail so that it is received at the church before the end of the 
 year. There is also the option of donating online. You will need to have that completed 
 before December 31st to have it reflected on your 2022 Giving Statement. Thank you 
 for all the gifts you share with our church. Sally Brandhorst – Treasurer 

 Service Tech Team Help Needed 
 Each Sunday, two people help with the process of streaming and recording the service 
 for people who are not able to attend. If you are willing to be on this team and be in the 
 rotation schedule, please contact Marlis Gilbert at marlis.gilbert@gmail.com. You do not 
 need to be a technology expert. 

 Serving Beyond: 
 Weekly Coin Collection 
 Our coin collection for November and December will go to the Native American 
 Heritage Association. 



 Pastor Nathan and Family Farewell 

 Sunday, January 8, 2023, 11:30-12:30 in the fellowship hall. 
 Please join us in saying farewell to Pastor Nathan, Beth, Martha, and Teddy. 
 We will have a potato bar and cupcakes. Please RSVP so we have enough taters. 

 Look for the event posted on the church and the church family Facebook pages. You can 
 RSVP directly there, or by contacting Sue Broadbooks at 515-729-8259 (if no answer, 
 okay to leave a voicemail) or by  email sbroadbooks@gmail.com  . 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny United Church, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all 
 who are called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body who feels able (  Red cards  for reading,  Green cards  are for the offering, and 
 Blue cards  for acolytes and administrative duties). 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 in the interlude before your reading and announce to the congregation: where they can 
 follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how to follow along (silently, 
 responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the table, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 If you take an  offering card  , we invite you to gather  in the back during the pastor's 
 invitation to the offering, and take the plate or can. At the end of the invitation start 
 passing the plate on one side of the congregation. If you have the coins, run around the 
 sanctuary making as much noise as possible while collecting them after the offering. 
 Everyone should then make their way back and come forward during the sung response, 
 putting the offerings on the communion table beneath the cross. 
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