
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 December 11, 2022, 3rd Sunday in Advent 
 Joy 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 3rd Sunday in Advent  December 11, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet  new and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 

 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 *Words of Welcome and Call to Worship 
 O  NE  :  God, who comes in the eyes of our children, we  come to worship you today. 
 A  LL  :  In this Advent season, as we gather once again  to prepare for the 
 miracle of your coming, help us welcome you with joyful noise. 
 O  NE  :  Help us see the brightest light in darkest night. 
 A  LL  :  Help us to be open to newness in the midst of  tradition. 
 O  NE  :  Open us to your sadness-defying joy this day,  as we grow nearer to celebrating the 
 Christ child bursting forth into the world. 
 A  LL  :  In the paradox of life we celebrate with laughter  and hosanna. Amen. 

 *Hymn #106 (black)  My Heart Sings Out With Joyful Praise 

 Lighting of the Advent Joy Candle 
 A  LL  :  Holy God, in a topsy-turvy world, you both steady  us and call us into 
 new life, new challenges, new ways of seeing our lives. As we enter into 
 worship together with you today, may we come together in ways that help us 
 better love and live. You are always opening up new world orders among us. 
 Transform us for your new world! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 V  OICE  1: On this third Sunday of Advent, we light  three candles, illuminating God’s truth. 
 Our first candle was for peace, and the second was for hope. Today, our third candle is 
 for joy. From prophets like Isaiah and Mary, we hear God’s promises: the blind shall see, 
 the deaf shall hear, the lame shall leap, and the desert shall be watery. 
 A  LL  :  We say to those with fearful hearts, “Do not  fear! Here is your God!” 
 (Isaiah 35:4) 



 V  OICE  2  : (read while candles are lit) God’s promises sometimes seem impossible, and 
 because we are human, we doubt; but the promises burn with everlasting light. Today, 
 even in an unsteady world, may we find new ways to look into the light of Advent and 
 rejoice that God’s promises are true for each of us and all of us. 
 A  LL  :  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! (Isaiah  2:5) 
 A  LL  :  God of everything upright and upside-down, we  thank you for bringing 
 us together to worship in your name in this Advent season. We come to you 
 in prayer, in precisely this moment, and though you know us better than we 
 know ourselves, we know we grow closer to you when we name to you the 
 joys and concerns of our hearts. 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Responsive Reading of Psalm 146 
 © Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  Alleluia! Praise God, O my soul! I will praise  God as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. Put not your trust in rulers, nor in 
 any child of earth, for there is no help in them. 
 A  LL  :  When they breathe their last, they return to  earth, and in that day their 
 thoughts perish. 
 O  NE  :  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for  their help, whose hope is in their 
 God; 
 A  LL  :  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all  that is in them; whose 
 promise abides forever; 
 O  NE  :  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed  and food to those who hunger. 
 A  LL  :  God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes  of the blind; God lifts up 
 those who are bowed down; 
 O  NE  :  God loves the righteous and cares for the stranger;  God sustains the orphan and 
 widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 A  LL  :  God shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout  all generations. 
 Alleluia! 



 Congregational Preparation: Gloria (2x) 
 © Taizé community, administered by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Choral Anthem  A Great Light 

 Scripture  Matthew 11:2–11 (CEB) 
 Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he sent word by 
 his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 
 another?” Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and see. 



 Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People 
 with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead 
 are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them. Happy are those who 
 don’t stumble and fall because of me.” When John’s disciples had gone, Jesus spoke to 
 the crowds about John: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing 
 in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in refined clothes? Look, 
 those who wear refined clothes are in royal palaces. What did you go out to see? A 
 prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. He is the one of whom it is written: 
 Look, I’m sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. “I 
 assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than John the Baptist. Yet 
 whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 Sermon  Joyous Transition  -Pastor Nathan 

 *Hymn #118 (black)  Of the Parent's Heart Begotten 

 Offering  (We bring our gifts to God) 
 Offertory Anthem  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  Brad Church 
 Offertory Response 782 (black)  Tune #780 

 To God all glorious heavenly Light; 
 to Christ revealed in earthly night; 

 to God the Spirit now we raise; 
 our joyful songs of thankful praise. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the  world) 
 *Benediction 
 *Benediction Response: #110 (black) Now Bless the God of Israel (v3) 
 Words © G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 In ten-der mer-cy, God will send the day-spring from on high, 
 our ris-ing sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh. 

 God comes to guide our way to peace, that death shall reign no more. 
 Sing prais-es to the Ho-ly One! O wor-ship and a-dore! 



 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday, Dec 11 
 9:15am K-5 Sunday 
 School 
 10:30am Worship 
 12:15pm 6-9 Sunday 
 School (Porch Light) 

 Monday, Dec 12 
 7:15pm Trustees 
 Wednesday, Dec 14 
 7:00pm Choir 

 Sunday, Dec 18 
 9:15am K-5 Sunday 
 School 
 10:30am Worship and 
 Christmas Pageant 
 5:30pm Service of the 
 Longest Night 
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 Nancy Pingel 
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 Brad Church 
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 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Linda Shaull 
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 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Christmas Pageant and Service of the Longest Night 
 Next week is the Christmas Pageant! Join us as the youth of the church retell the story 
 of Christmas again! If Christmas is a more complicated time for you, we invite you to 
 join us in the 5:30pm Service of the Longest Night. 

 Caring Within: 
 Service Tech Team Help Needed: 
 Each Sunday, two people help with the process of streaming and recording the service 
 for people who are not able to attend.  If you are willing to be on this team and be in 
 the rotation schedule, please contact Marlis Gilbert at  marlis.gilbert@gmail.com  .  You 
 do not need to be a technology expert. 

 AUCC Facebook Page 
 Did you know that AUCC has a private Facebook page just for AUCC families? Look for 
 us here: Ankeny UCC Family,  https://www.facebook.com/groups/405892984004928 

 Serving Beyond: 
 Weekly Coin Collection 
 Our coin collection for November and December will go to the Native American 
 Heritage Association. 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny United Church, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all 
 who are called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body who feels able (  Red cards  for reading,  Green cards  are for the offering, and 
 Blue cards  for acolytes and administrative duties). 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 in the interlude before your reading and announce to the congregation: where they can 
 follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how to follow along (silently, 
 responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the table, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 If you take an  offering card  , we invite you to gather  in the back during the pastor's 
 invitation to the offering, and take the plate or can. At the end of the invitation start 
 passing the plate on one side of the congregation. If you have the coins, run around the 
 sanctuary making as much noise as possible while collecting them after the offering. 
 Everyone should then make their way back and come forward during the sung response, 
 putting the offerings on the communion table beneath the cross. 
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