
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 December 4, 2022, 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 Peace 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 2nd Sunday in Advent Peace  December  4, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet  new and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 

 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Call to Worship 

 O  NE  :  Siblings in Christ, awake, awake! 
 A  LL  :  What time is it? 
 O  NE  :  The night is far gone, and the day is near! 
 A  LL  :  What time is it? 
 O  NE  :  In the midst of newness and the changes it brings,  how should we live? 
 A  LL  :  Let us live honorably. Let us live in peace. 
 A  LL  :  Let us worship God! 

 *Hymn #115 (black)  The Baptist Shouts on Jordan's Shore (v1-4) 

 Lighting of the Advent Peace Candle 
 V  OICE  1  : On each Sunday of Advent, we light one candle,  illuminating God’s truth: hope 
 in the midst of all that frightens us, all that is unknown, all that keeps us lonely. On this 
 second Sunday of Advent, we light two candles, illuminating God’s truth. Our first candle 
 was for hope. Today, our second light is for peace. We respond with the words of Isaiah: 
 A  LL  :  Come, Let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 V  OICE  2:  (read while candles are lit) Until then,  we wait, and we walk together along the 
 path of Advent. This week our light is for peace, a sign to us that in a world of war, God 
 lifts up a different way for us, inviting all to lay down our weapons of all kinds and pick 
 up the tools for building peace. 
 A  LL  :  Come, Let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 A  LL  :  May God give us courage, give us vision, and  give us unending peace – 
 the kind of peace that holds fruitful conflict in its right place. 



 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace with one another) 

 Responsive Reading of Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 © Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  Give the King your justice, O God, and your righteousness  to the King’s Son, 
 A  LL  :  That he may rule your people righteously and  the poor with justice; 
 O  NE  :  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the  people, and the little hills bring 
 righteousness. 
 A  LL  :  He shall defend the needy among the people; he  shall rescue the poor 
 and crush the oppressor. 
 O  NE  :  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  from one generation to another. 
 A  LL  :  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  like showers that 
 water the earth. 
 O  NE  :  In his time shall the righteous flourish; there  shall be abundance of peace till the 
 moon shall be no more. 
 A  LL  :  Blest are you, O God of Israel; you alone do  wondrous deeds! And blest 
 is your glorious Name forever! May all the earth be filled with your glory. 
 Amen. Amen. 

 Congregational Preparation: Gloria (2x) 
 © Taizé community, administered by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 

 Silent Prayer 



 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Choral Anthem  Come to Us, O Promised One 

 Scripture  Matthew 3:1-12 
 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea announcing, “Change your 
 hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” He was the one of whom Isaiah 
 the prophet spoke when he said: The voice of one shouting in the wilderness, “Prepare 
 the way for the Lord; make his paths straight.” John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, 
 with a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. People from 
 Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jordan River came to him. As they 
 confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. Many Pharisees and 
 Sadducees came to be baptized by John. He said to them, “You children of snakes! Who 
 warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that 
 shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to 
 yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s 
 children from these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every 
 tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire. I 
 baptize with water those of you who have changed your hearts and lives. 



 The one who is coming after me is stronger than I am. I’m not worthy to carry his 
 sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  The shovel he uses to sift 
 the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring 
 the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” 

 Sermon  Reconciling John and Jesus  -Pastor Nathan 

 *Hymn #101 (black)  Comfort, Comfort O My People 

 Offering  (We bring our gifts to God) 
 Offertory Response 782 (black)  Tune #780 

 To God all glorious heavenly Light to Christ revealed in earthly night; 
 to God the Spirit now we raise our joyful songs of thankful praise. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 A  LL  :  God who calls us into repentance and reconciliation,  accept these gifts 
 as a sign of our commitment to building the world John saw coming ahead of 
 him. Amen. 

 Service of Holy Communion 

 *Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
 O  NE  :  We are reminded on this Sunday of Peace that  true peace comes from 
 reconciliation. Let us begin by confessing our sins before God and neighbor. 
 A  LL  :  Gracious God, we ask you to bring us peace, but  too often we fail to 
 seek it ourselves. We embrace feelings of anger and conflict, seeking outrage 
 and avoiding empathy. We find reasons others have failed us, and forget the 
 grace that comes to us through Jesus. We respond to anxiety by looking 
 inward rather than by embracing our neighbors and creating something new. 
 Forgive us and help us to reconcile ourselves that we may be the people we 
 say we want to be. Amen. 



 *Assurance of Pardon 
 O  NE  :  Hear the good news. The voice in the wilderness  predicted the coming of Christ. 
 In Christ's life, and death, and resurrection we find the grace of God. We are forgiven. 
 A  LL  :  Amen. 

 Invitation to Holy Communion 
 O  NE  :  Come, friends, from the east and the west, the  north and the south. Come to 
 worship God by joining together at this table of reconciliation. Whoever you are, 
 wherever you are on life's journey, this table is set for you. 
 A  LL  :  Come and eat! 

 Communion Prayers 
 O  NE  :  God be with you. 
 A  LL  :  And also with you. 
 O  NE  :  Lift up your hearts. 
 A  LL  :  We lift them to God. 
 O  NE  :  Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
 A  LL  :  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 O  NE  :  Eternal God, who has created the heavens and  the earth, giving breath to every 
 living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift of life itself. We 
 thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us when we act as though you 
 have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your steadfast care. We rejoice in Jesus 
 Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was born of your servant Mary and 
 shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know it. We remember Christ’s death, we 
 celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and, in the beloved community of your church, we await 
 Christ’s return at the end of history. We take courage from the abiding presence of your 
 Holy Spirit in our midst. We offer you our praise for women and men of faith in every 
 age who stand as witnesses to your love and justice. With all the prophets, martyrs, and 
 saints, and all the company of heaven, we glorify you: 
 A  LL  :  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the  whole universe speaks of 
 your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
 our God! Hosanna in the highest! 



 *Hymn #344 (black)  The Time Was Early Evening 

 Telling the Story and Sharing the Elements 
 We invite you to come forward for communion today. There is wine (white) and juice 
 (red) in individual cups. We also have gluten-free bread. If you do not wish to share in 
 the feast, you are still invited to come forward and receive a blessing, but know that you 
 are welcome here. 

 Giving Thanks 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the  world) 

 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #110 (black) Now Bless the God of Israel (v3) 
 Words © G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 In ten-der mer-cy, God will send the day-spring from on high, 
 our ris-ing sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh. 

 God comes to guide our way to peace, that death shall reign no more. 
 Sing prais-es to the Ho-ly One! O wor-ship and a-dore! 

 Postlude 



 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday, Dec 4 
 9:15am K-5 Sunday 
 School 
 10:30am Worship 
 12:15pm 6-9 Sunday 
 School (Porch Light) 

 Wednesday, Dec 7 
 10:00am Deacons 
 7:00pm Choir 

 Sunday, Dec 11 
 9:15am K-5 Sunday 
 School 
 10:30am Worship 
 12:15pm 6-9 Sunday 
 School (Porch Light) 



 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Linda Shaull 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 A Welcoming Church Family: 

 Name Tags 
 Do you have a name tag? Look down! Are you wearing it? If not, now's a great time to 
 go and grab it, so our visitors and people newer to the church can greet you by name. 
 Can't find your name tag? Let us know in the office, and we can make you one! 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 

 Service of the Longest Night 
 Every year, we take a pause during Advent to recognize that the busy-ness of the 
 holidays and the pressure to be cheerful can bring their own stress. In response, we 
 come together in the dark and quiet to share readings, stories, and music that are 
 meaningful to us in an environment of quiet and calm. This year, it will be on December 
 18 at 5:30pm. If you have readings or music you'd like to share, talk to Judy Hines, Nancy 
 Pingel, Pastor Nathan, or Linda in the office. 



 Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule 
 In this season of preparation for Christmas, we have special services and events! Join us 
 as we celebrate the season in our unique Ankeny United Church way. We're taking 
 advantage of Christmas Eve being on a Saturday and Christmas on a Sunday by having an 
 earlier candlelight service (with the new projector!) at  5pm  on December 24 and a 
 Pajama worship at  9am  on December 25. Here's our full  schedule: 

 December 18: 10:30am Worship and Pageant 
 December 18: 5:30pm Service of the Longest Night 
 December 24: 5:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
 December 25: 9:00am Pajama Worship 

 Serving Beyond: 

 Thanks! 
 Thank you to Sue Broadbooks, who coordinated this year's Undie Sunday and to all who 
 have donated items to The Ankeny Klothing Exchange (TAKE) Christmas Store. The 
 deadline for items is today.  Please get in touch with Sue if you would like to make a last 
 minute donation! 

 Thank you to Jen Street for collecting and delivering donated gifts for our Holiday 
 Assistance Families.  There are still a few items remaining on their wish lists.  Jen has 
 requested that all donations be brought to the church office today, but you may contact 
 her to make other arrangements (515-802-1782 or  fitnfunjenstreet@gmail.com  )  as she 
 has a few additional days before she delivers the gifts! 

 Weekly Coin Collection 
 Our coin collection for November and December will go to the Native American 
 Heritage Association. 





 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny United Church, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all 
 who are called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body who feels able (  Red cards  for reading,  Green cards  are for the offering, and 
 Blue cards  for acolytes and administrative duties). 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 in the interlude before your reading and announce to the congregation: where they can 
 follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how to follow along (silently, 
 responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the table, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 If you take an  offering card  , we invite you to gather  in the back during the pastor's 
 invitation to the offering, and take the plate or can. At the end of the invitation start 
 passing the plate on one side of the congregation. If you have the coins, run around the 
 sanctuary making as much noise as possible while collecting them after the offering. 
 Everyone should then make their way back and come forward during the sung response, 
 putting the offerings on the communion table beneath the cross. 
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