
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond
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October 16, 2022, 19th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



19th Sunday after Pentecost October  16, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
ONE: Is the fruit of the spirit a banana?
ALL: No!
ONE: Is the fruit of the spirit a tangelo?
ALL: No!
ONE: Well, then what is the fruit of the spirit?
ALL: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control.
ONE: Then, even as the days grow dim, let this fruit grow and ripen in the light of God
our Parent, of Christ, God's Son, and of the ever-living Holy Spirit.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn #59 (black) Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Responsive Reading of Psalm 27:10-18
© Order of St. Helena, used with permission

ONE: Hearken to my voice, O Most High, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” Your face, O God, will I seek.
ALL: Hide not your face from me, nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
ONE: You have been my helper; cast me not away; do not forsake me, O God of my
salvation.
ALL: Though my father and my mother forsake me, you will sustain me.
ONE: Show me your way, O God, lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.



ALL: Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, for false witnesses have
risen up against me, and also those who speak malice.
ONE: What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of my God in the land of
the living!
ALL: O tarry and await God’s pleasure; be strong, and let your heart take
comfort; wait patiently for God.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Congregational Preparation: Alleluia
Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu- - ia, al-le-lu- -ia, al-le-lu- - - ia.
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu- - ia, al-le-lu- - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Following the silent prayer and the Lord's Prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Scripture 1 Corinthians 12:4–11 (CEB)
There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries
and the same Lord; and there are different activities but the same God who produces all
of them in everyone. A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for the
common good. A word of wisdom is given by the Spirit to one person, a word of
knowledge to another according to the same Spirit, faith to still another by the same
Spirit, gifts of healing to another in the one Spirit, performance of miracles to another,
prophecy to another, the ability to tell spirits apart to another, different kinds of tongues
to another, and the interpretation of the tongues to another. All these things are
produced by the one and same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person.

Sermon The Spirit and the Common Good -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #270 (black) Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)

*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #376 (black) God, We Thank You for Our People, v 4
By your Spir-it of cre-a-tion keep us bold for risk-ing still,

ea-ger in an-ti-ci-pa-tion, ev-er strong to do your will.
Bind us close to one an-oth-er, shar-ing life and death and birth,
Wel-com-ing as sis-ter, broth-er, all your chil-dren on the earth.

Postlude



You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
Sunday, Oct. 16
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

Tuesday, Oct. 18
1:00pm Stalking God
Wednesday, Oct. 18
7:00pm Stalking God
7:00pm Choir

Sunday, Oct. 23
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Bathroom Update
Work in the bathrooms has continued and we are putting on the finishing touches!

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Gifts of the Spirit
This week's scripture reminds us that we all have gifts of the spirit. As we head into the
annual meeting, we are looking for people with gifts for creative worship, education,
service and outreach, and fellowship to serve as deacons for the next two years. Sue
and Stephanie have done an able job as a duo since February, but we believe church is
better when we can host more diverse temperaments and talents in our lives of
discipleship!

Book Study
We are reading chapters 3-4 of Stalking God this week, feel free to join us in the Blue
Room!



Caring Within:
Annual Meeting
Mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting on November 20th after church! We will
meet to elect new board members, discuss and pass the budget for 2023, and conduct
any other business before the church.
Surveys
We'd like to take advantage of the consulting services being offered to us as part of
Pastor Nathan's continuing education program at United Theological Seminary. But we
need your help! So far only 15 people have filled out the congregational vitality survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AnkenyUCC We'd love every adult in the household
to fill one out!

Serving Beyond:
Trick or Treating for Canned Goods
We will be meeting Saturday, October 29 at 2:30 in costumes (for those who wish to
wear costumes) to go around to a few select houses and collect cans for DMARC or
the Little Free Pantry! If you want to be a stop, we ask you to collect some cans to
distribute. If you want to trick-or-treat, meet us at the church. Everyone is invited for
treats and fun afterward!

Weekly Coin Collection
Our coin collection for September and October will go to UCC/DOC Global Ministries
and their work in Zimbabwe!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AnkenyUCC


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


