
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

Serving Beyond images from Intergenerational Day Camp. Thanks to Joan Moore for illustrative text

September 11, 2022, 14th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



14th Sunday after Pentecost September 11, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
Adapted from Let Me Enter God's Own Dwelling, v 4-6, by Benjamin Schmolck translation © 1993  Madeleine Forell Marshall

ONE: Come to this place, seeking God's presence to reinforce within us the shining
word planted within us by Jesus Christ so many years ago.
ALL: Holy Spirit, come to let us see and hear you in this place, supporting us
in our illness, anxiety, and dread.
ONE: As we gather to worship, we ask that your word and your presence engage our
intellects, inspire our faith, and feed our growth in this, your world.
ALL: Engage us. Inspire us. Feed us. Amen!

*Hymn #67 (black) Let Me Enter God's Own Dwelling (v1-3)
*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)
Congregational Preparation: Sing to God With Joyful Voice (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589



Following the silent prayer, we will sing again
Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture Romans 2:12–16 (CEB)
Those who have sinned outside the Law will also die outside the Law, and those who
have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law. It isn’t the ones who hear the Law
who are righteous in God’s eyes. It is the ones who do what the Law says who will be
treated as righteous. Gentiles don’t have the Law. But when they instinctively do what
the Law requires they are a Law in themselves, though they don’t have the Law. They
show the proof of the Law written on their hearts, and their consciences affirm it. Their
conflicting thoughts will accuse them, or even make a defense for them, on the day
when, according to my gospel, God will judge the hidden truth about human beings
through Christ Jesus.

*Hymn #24 (black) The God of Abraham Praise

Sermon Shifting Contexts -Pastor Nathan



Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)

*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #81 (black) God Be with You (v 1)
God be with you till we meet a-gain; By good coun-sel guide, up-hold you,
With a shep-herd's care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je-sus' feet;
till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!



Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, Sept 11
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

Monday, Sept 12
7:15pm Trustees
Meeting

Sunday, Sept 18
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Accompanist
Paige Wonderly
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Cantor
Brad Church

Pastor
Nathan Willard
Office Manager
Emily Airhart

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar


A Welcoming Church Family:
Office Hours
Emily is back on a hybrid schedule this week! She will be in the office on Thursdays for
the next few weeks before returning to her normal hours.  In her absence, Pastor
Nathan will try to be in the office from 9-12 M-Th as much as possible.

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Sunday School
Sunday School begins this week, September 11! Grades K-5 will meet at 9:15 in the
Sanctuary, grades 6-9 will meet at noon at Porch Light. We are also looking to expand
our pool of teachers for our monthly rotation. If you are interested, please contact the
office!

Choir Rehearsal
Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 28th at 7pm!

Book Study
Book study begins at the end of the month! We will be reading Anjali Kumar's Stalking
God. It's the story of a woman's search for meaningful spiritual or religious connection
in both traditional and nontraditional places, and will hopefully give us space to talk
about what our spirits need to be fed in order to sustain us. The schedule will be sent
out soon. You can get the book from Amazon or other retailers, and we will have a
sign-up sheet! Or email Pastor Nathan.

Caring Within:
Meal Train
As we’ve shared, Misty DeReus’s husband Rich has metastatic cancer and, after a period
of difficulty, is back on a chemotherapy regimen. With school starting next week for
Misty (who works at Northwest), Nick, and Aggy, Stephanie has set up a Meal Train so
people can sign up to provide meals to them (or talk to Stephanie):
https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6 . To make communicating the big news easier, they have a
set up a page at https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus .

https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6
https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus


Serving Beyond:
DMARC
DMARC has seen an increase in need this summer, especially with how hot it has been.
They are looking for volunteers to assist at their mobile food sites during the week. For
more info and to see food site locations, please see their website.
https://www.dmarcunited.org/volunteer/

IMPACT
IMPACT is always in need of volunteers to assist at their food pantries. They have
locations in Ankeny, Boone, and the Drake Neighborhood. For more information, please
see their website. https://www.impactcap.org/volunteer

AMOS Delegate Assembly
The fall AMOS Delegate Assembly TODAY! Join us to build our relational power within
and across our 40 member institutions as we launch an institutional organizing strategy
and fall fundraising campaign.

AMOS Delegate Assembly
Sunday, Sept. 11
4:00-5:30pm
Grace UMC- 3700 Cottage Grove in Des Moines

https://www.dmarcunited.org/volunteer/
https://www.dmarcunited.org/volunteer/
https://www.impactcap.org/volunteer


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


