
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 September 4, 2022, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Holy Communion 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 13th Sunday after Pentecost  September 4 , 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 From Psalm 25 © Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  To you, O God, I lift up my soul; my God, I put  my trust in you; 
 A  LL  :  Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 O  NE  :  Show me your ways, O God, and teach me your paths. 
 A  LL  :  Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are  the God of my 
 salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 O  NE  :  You guide the humble in doing right and teach  your way to the lowly. 
 A  LL  :  All your paths are love and faithfulness to those  who keep your covenant 
 and your testimonies. 
 O  NE  :  Together, we seek these paths laid by God, revealed  by Christ, and renewed by the 
 Holy Spirit. 
 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God! 

 *Hymn #21 (black)  God Reigns O'er All the Earth 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 



 Congregational Preparation: Sing to God With Joyful Voice (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 



 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Scripture  from 1 Samuel 25:14–43 (CEB) 
 One of Nabal’s servants told his wife Abigail, “David sent messengers from the 
 wilderness to greet our master, but he just yelled at them. But the men were very good 
 to us and didn’t mistreat us. Nothing of ours went missing the whole time we were out 
 with them in the fields. In fact, the whole time we were with them, watching our sheep, 
 they were a protective wall around us both night and day. Think about that and see what 
 you can do, because trouble is coming for our master and his whole household. But he’s 
 such a despicable person no one can speak to him.” Abigail quickly took two hundred 
 loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five sheep ready for cooking, five seahs of roasted 
 grain, one hundred raisin cakes, and two hundred fig cakes. She loaded all this on 
 donkeys and told her servants, “Go on ahead of me. I’ll be right behind you.” But she 
 didn’t tell her husband Nabal…When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey 
 and fell facedown before him, bowing low to the ground. She fell at his feet and said, 
 “Put the blame on me, my master! But please let me, your servant, speak to you directly. 
 Please listen to what your servant has to say. Please, my master, pay no attention to this 
 despicable man Nabal. He’s exactly what his name says he is! His name means fool, and 
 he is foolish! But I myself, your servant, didn’t see the young men that you, my master, 
 sent…David said to Abigail, “Bless the  L  ORD  God of  Israel, who sent you to meet me 
 today! And bless you and your good judgment for preventing me from shedding blood 
 and taking vengeance into my own hands today! Otherwise, as surely as the  L  ORD  God of 
 Israel lives—the one who kept me from hurting you—if you hadn’t come quickly and 
 met up with me, there wouldn’t be one single one who urinates on a wall left come 
 morning.” Then David accepted everything she had brought for him. “Return home in 
 peace,” he told her. “Be assured that I’ve heard your request and have agreed to it"… 
 About ten days later, the  L  ORD  struck Nabal, and he  died…Then David sent word to 
 Abigail, saying that he would take her as his wife. When David’s servants reached Abigail 
 at Carmel, they said to her, “David has sent us to you so you can become his wife.” She 
 bowed low to the ground and said, “I am your servant, ready to serve and wash the feet 
 of my master’s helpers.” Then Abigail got up quickly and rode on her donkey, with five of 
 her young women going with her. She followed David’s messengers and became his wife. 



 Sermon  Forgotten Women in Plain Sight  -Pastor Nathan 

 S  ERVICE  O  F  H  OLY  C  OMMUNION 

 Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
 O  NE  :  God invites us to renew ourselves, to let go  of the things that separate us from 
 one another and from God. 
 A  LL  :  God, we try so hard to prove we are worthy of  your love that we are 
 sometimes unable to see that everyone is worthy of your love. We do not act 
 to lift people up. We grasp at the things we have, fearful that we might lose 
 them. We find ways to scorn those who ask for our help. Like Nabal, we fail 
 to see that our success is built on an inheritance of labor from others. We 
 confess that we build imaginary walls to separate ourselves from your 
 creation, rather than bridges to understand it better. Forgive us, O God. 
 Show us our power to act and build your realm together. Amen. 
 O  NE  :  God shows us the way of connection by forgiving  all those who ask it, that we may 
 go out and build God’s realm together. Know that you are forgiven in Christ’s name. Go 
 and build! 
 A  LL  :  We celebrate our forgiveness by forgiving in  like manner, seeking 
 relationship instead of rejection. Thanks be to God! 

 Invitation To The Table 
 Today, we will have the elements at the table and in the narthex. No matter who you are 
 or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this table. 
 O  NE  :  Even in the midst of judgment and betrayal, Jesus  shared a meal and blessing with 
 those who sought places at his table. Know that this is for us a table of reconciliation. If 
 you seek to journey with us on this day, receive food and be nourished. 
 A  LL  :  All are worthy and welcome in God’s eyes. 

 *Hymn #331 (black)  “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” 



 Communion Prayer 
 O  NE  WILL  SAY  WORDS  CONCLUDING  :  "Drink from this cup of blessing and remember Jesus." 
 A  LL  :  Christ Died, and Christ is Risen. Christ will come again. 

 Sharing The Elements 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #81 (black) God Be with You (v 1) 
 God be with you till we meet a-gain; By good coun-sel guide, up-hold you, 
 With a shep-herd's care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 

 Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je-sus' feet; 
 till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet a-gain. 

 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 



 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday, Sept 4 
 10:30am Worship 

 Monday, Sept 5 
 Labor Day 
 Sunday, Sept 11 
 9:15am K-5 Sunday 
 School 

 10:30am Worship 
 12:00pm 6-9 Sunday 
 School (Porch Light) 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Janet Ferrone 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Emily Airhart 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 

 Fall Programming 
 Sunday School begins  next week  , September 11! Grades K-5 will meet at 9:15 in the 
 Sanctuary, 6-9 will meet at noon at Porch Light. Choir's first rehearsal will be 
 Wednesday, September 28, and we'll have our first book study meeting that week, too. If 
 you have book study ideas, talk to Pastor Nathan; otherwise he will pick a book next 
 week! Oct 1 will be our Fall Cleanup in the morning followed by our Fall Festival 
 Fellowship in the afternoon! 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic.  When  we have communion, it will 
 be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know 
 that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. 
 If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we 
 invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and 
 how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church 
 Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 

 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 602 SE Delaware Ave 

 Ankeny, IA 50021 
 (515)-964-4647 


