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September 25, 2022, 16th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



16th Sunday after Pentecost September 25, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
Written by Nancy Townley for Ministry Matters

ONE: How wondrous! A new heaven and a new earth!
ALL: The old, bruised and angered, fearful and alienated, will pass away
ONE: In its place God will offer new hope and peace
ALL: God will dwell with God’s people forevermore.
ONE: Worship the Lord who is about to do a new thing.
ALL: Praise God who establishes God’s reign in the heart of God’s people.

*Hymn #55 (black) Rejoice, You Pure in Heart

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Responsive Reading of Psalm 146
© Order of St. Helena, used with permission

ONE: Alleluia! Praise God, O my soul! I will praise God as long as I live; I will sing praises
to my God while I have my being.
ALL: Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help
in them.
ONE: When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts
perish.
ALL: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is
in their God;
ONE: Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; whose promise
abides for ever; Who gives justice to those who are oppressed and food to those who
hunger.



ALL: God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind; God lifts up
those who are bowed down;
ONE: God loves the righteous and cares for the stranger; God sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
ALL: God shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Alleluia!

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Congregational Preparation: Sing to God With Joyful Hearts (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again



Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Scripture Revelation 21:1–7 (CEB)
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne say, “Look! God’s dwelling is here with
humankind. He will dwell with them, and they will be his peoples. God himself will be
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more. There will be no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away. Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all things new.”
He also said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said
to me, “All is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will freely give water from the life-giving spring. Those who emerge victorious
will inherit these things. I will be their God, and they will be my sons and daughters.

Sermon Heaven and Earth, Right Here -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #613 (black) O Holy City, Seen of John

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)

*Benediction



*Benediction Response: #81 (black) God Be with You (v 1)
God be with you till we meet a-gain; By good coun-sel guide, up-hold you,
With a shep-herd's care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je-sus' feet;
till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar


Sunday, Sept. 25
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12pm 6-9 Sunday School
(Porch Light)
2-4pm Bonnie Ballard
visitation, 4pm funeral
service

Monday, Sept. 26
10am Bonnie Ballard
burial
7pm Council Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 27
1pm Stalking God
(Blue Room)
Wednesday, Sept. 28
7pm Choir rehearsal,
Stalking God
(Blue Room)

Saturday, Oct. 1
9am Fall clean-up
Sunday, Oct. 2
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)
3:30 Fall festival

Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Accompanist
Paige Wonderly
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Cantor
Brad Church

Pastor
Nathan Willard
Office Manager
Emily Airhart

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc

A Welcoming Church Family:
Fall Festival
Join us Sunday, October 2nd at 3:30 for the fall festival! (please note the time change)
There will be caramel apple making, cider, a scavenger hunt, and a craft! To RSVP, please
see the link in the weekly newsletter or contact Stephanie Henzi.



Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Book Study
Our book study on Stalking God begins this week! Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 1pm
or Wednesday, Sept. 28 at 7pm in the Blue Room!

Caring Within:
Fall Clean-up
Fall clean-up is next Saturday, October 1st from 9-1. We will be clearing brush, cleaning
windows, and replacing the storage shed door.

Serving Beyond:
Meet Superintendent Pruitt with AMOS!
Are you an Ankeny Schools parent, grandparent, or ally? Here is an opportunity to meet
with Superintendent Dr. Pruitt! The AMOS Ankeny Cluster is meeting with Dr. Pruitt
Sept. 27 at Our Lady's Immaculate Heart LIH, 7-8:30pm. It would be great to have an
Ankeny United Church representative there!

Neighbors in Need offering next week
When LGBTQ individuals near the campus of Clemson University, in the areas of
upstate South Carolina unexpectedly find themselves without a home or a place to feel
safe, Peace Congregational United Church of Christ will be ready to meet them.
Congregation members and the Clemson community are working side-by-side in the
design and construction of a tiny house, a mobile residency for a person in the LGBTQ
community who is no longer welcome at home. The $20,000 project is in progress with
the help of a $10,000 Grasstop Grant from UCC Justice and Witness Ministries. The
first occupant could be ready to find refuge there in January.

Weekly Coin Collection
Our coin collection for September and October will go to UCC/DOC Global Ministries
and their work in Zimbabwe!



A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


