
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

Tom Hickmore, 2/15/08

September 18, 2022, 15th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



15th Sunday after Pentecost September 18, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

*Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
ONE: Come one, come all, come from the north and the south!
ALL: Come to raise your voices in hope and praise!
ONE: Come, building your faith in God with us, who lived with us and loved with us,
ALL: And then even suffered with us and died with us.
ONE: Come remembering Christ, and the God who created us.
ALL: Come, feeling the Holy Spirit surging through you!
ONE: Come and Worship
ALL: Come and Worship!

*Hymn #19 (black) Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer
*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)
Responsive Reading of Psalm 13
© Order of St. Helena, used with permission
ONE: How long, O God? Will you forget me for ever?
ALL: how long will you hide your face from me?
ONE: How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day;
ALL: how long shall my enemy triumph over me?
ONE: Look upon me and answer me, O God, my God;
ALL: give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;
ONE: Lest my enemies say they have prevailed over me,
ALL: and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.
ONE: But I put my trust in your mercy;
ALL: my heart is joyful because of your saving help.
ONE: I will sing to the Holy One, who has dealt with me richly;
ALL: I will praise the Name of God Most High.



Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Congregational Preparation: Sing to God With Joyful Hearts (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again
Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Scripture Hebrews 2:10–15 (CEB)
It was appropriate for God, for whom and through whom everything exists, to use
experiences of suffering to make perfect the pioneer of salvation. This salvation belongs
to many sons and daughters whom he’s leading to glory. This is because the one who
makes people holy and the people who are being made holy all come from one source.
That is why Jesus isn’t ashamed to call them brothers and sisters when he says, I will
publicly announce your name to my brothers and sisters. I will praise you in the middle
of the assembly. He also says, I will rely on him. And also, Here I am with the children
whom God has given to me. Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he
also shared the same things in the same way. He did this to destroy the one who holds
the power over death—the devil—by dying. He set free those who were held in slavery
their entire lives by their fear of death.

Anthem Be Thou My Vision Ryan Henzi

Sermon What Are You Afraid Of? -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #529 (red) How Firm a Foundation

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #81 (black) God Be with You (v 1)
God be with you till we meet a-gain; By good coun-sel guide, up-hold you,
With a shep-herd's care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je-sus' feet;
till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Postlude



You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, Sept 18
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

Sunday, Sept. 25
9:15am K-5 Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
12:00pm 6-9 Sunday
School (Porch Light)

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Office Hours
Emily is back on a hybrid schedule! She will be in the office on Thursdays for the next
few weeks before returning to her normal hours.  In her absence, Pastor Nathan will try
to be in the office from 9-12 M-Th as much as possible.

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Choir Rehearsal
Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 28th at 7pm!

Sunday School
We are looking to expand our pool of teachers for our monthly rotation. If you are
interested, please contact the office!

Book Study
Book study begins at the end of the month! We will be reading Anjali Kumar's Stalking
God. It's the story of a woman's search for meaningful spiritual or religious connection
in both traditional and nontraditional places, and will hopefully give us space to talk
about what our spirits need to be fed in order to sustain us.  We’ll have one daytime
session, probably on Tuesdays at 1, and one evening session, at 6 or 7 on Wednesday.
They’ll start on September 27 and run weekly through October.



Caring Within:
Fall Clean-up
Fall clean-up is October 1 from 9-1! In addition to our usual cleaning, we'll be replacing
the storage shed door and some fencing. We will be having fall fellowship time at 4pm as
well!

Meal Train
As we’ve shared, Misty DeReus’s husband Rich has metastatic cancer and, after a period
of difficulty, is back on a chemotherapy regimen. Stephanie has set up a Meal Train so
people can sign up to provide meals to them (or talk to Stephanie):
https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6 . To make communicating the big news easier, they have
set up a page at https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus .

Congregational Survey
With the support of the Council, Pastor Nathan was accepted into a Lily
Foundation-funded cohort of pastors at the Leadership Center for Social Justice at
United Theological Seminary in St. Paul. He'll be meeting with them biweekly, and as
part of the program, Ankeny United Church is getting free consulting work from
Convergence, a UCC-affiliated group working on congregational vitality. Look for an
email survey link in the near future!

Serving Beyond:
Meet with Superintendent Pruitt
Are you an Ankeny Schools parent, grandparent, or ally? Here is an opportunity to meet
with Superintendent Dr. Pruitt! The AMOS Ankeny Cluster is meeting with Dr. Pruitt
Sept. 27 at OLIH, 7:00 to 8:30PM. It would be great to have an AUCC representative
there for the benefit of AUCC students.

Weekly Coin Collection
Our coin collection for September and October will go to UCC/DOC Global Ministries
and their work in Zimbabwe!

https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6
https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


