
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

Sharon Tate Soberon, July 13, 2012

August 7, 2022, 9th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



9th Sunday after Pentecost August 7, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
From Touch Holiness- Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth Duck & Maren Tirabassi, The Pilgrim Press 1990, Reprinted by
permission of the publishers.

ONE: We have been called to walk the faithful road and to choose the way of God's
justice.
ALL: We are here because we believe strongly that our God is good, and that
we live in that goodness. We are here to proclaim our faith and to seek
direction along this faith journey.
ONE: Come together, then, to be God's people. Follow Christ and listen for the good
things that God has done. Rise up in praise and thanksgiving!
ALL: We will share with others the goodness that we have found in God. May
our lives be an expression of that goodness.

*Hymn #11(black), v.1,2,3,6 Bring Many Names

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Come and pray in us, Ho-ly Spir-it, come and pray in us,
come and vis-it us, Ho-ly Spir-it, Spir-it come, Spir-it come.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 (CEB)
Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don't see. The elders in
the past were approved because they showed faith. By faith we understand that the
universe had been created by a word from God so that the visible came into existence
from the invisible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that
he was going to receive as an inheritance. He went out without knowing where he was
going. By faith he lived in the land he had been promised as a stranger. He lived in tents
along with Isaac and Jacob, who were coheirs of the same promise. He was looking
forward to a city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith even
Sarah received the ability to have a child, though she herself was barren and past the age
for having children, because she believed that the one who promised was faithful. So
descendants were born from one man (and he was as good as dead). They were as many
as the number of stars in the sky and as countless as the grains of sand on the seashore.
All these people died in faith without receiving the promises, but they saw the promises
from a distance and welcomed them. They confessed that they were strangers and
immigrants on earth. People who say this kind of thing make it clear that they are
looking for a homeland.



If they had been thinking about the country that they had left, they would have had the
opportunity to return to it. But at this point in time, they are longing for a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God isn't ashamed to be called their God- he
has prepared a city for them.

Sermon Rev. Chaplin

Prayer of Confession
From Touch Holiness- Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth Duck & Maren Tirabassi, The Pilgrim Press 1990, Reprinted by
permission of the publishers.

ONE: Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come to you as we are.
ALL: We are tired from trying to do more than we can manage. We are
anxious about problems which go unresolved. We are worried about events
beyond our control. We do not easily let go. For recovery of strength and
enthusiasm, we pray for your Spirit. For fullness of life, generous hearts, and
contented souls, we pray to be followers of Christ Jesus. In your mercy,
restore us and lead us. Amen.

Service of Holy Communion
Today, we will have the elements at the table and in the narthex. No matter who you are
or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this table.

*Communion Prayer
ONE: We dream, O God, of community, but in waking hours we forget such hopes. Our
dreams we call "alien"; our kindred we call "stranger."
ALL: You call us by name. With arms outstretched as on a cross, you call us
to yourself, and you name us your own people.
ONE: So with arms outstretched, we now embrace new friends and forgotten dreams.
The body broken and lifeblood poured transform our fears, revive our visions.
ALL: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit, that we may receive this mystery of
our body, embracing its manifold gifts and needs, shouting an "Amen!" that
resounds through our world.



*Hymn #332 (black) As We Gather at Your Table

The Words of Institution
Sharing the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving
ALL: God who makes all things new, we thank you for letting us come as we
are and share in this meal. May we experience the power of Jesus, his healing
abilities, and his commitment to justice for all people. Help all of us gathered
here to work together as the different parts of the body of Christ- hands,
eyes, voice, and conscience- to carry on Christ's work and witness and
worship. Amen!

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v 2)
Grant us your peace, up-on our home-ward way;

with you be-gan, with you shall end the day;
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,

that in this house have called up-on your name.
Postlude
You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is
incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the
numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and
purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church.



This is a place where you can praise, question, worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder,
celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a community with other people seeking God and
loving their neighbors. We the members of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth
as an individual and your place in our community. You are joyously welcomed to join us
just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, August 7
10:30am Worship

Monday, August 8
7:15pm Trustees
Meeting

Sunday, August 14
10:30am Worship

Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Cantor
Brad Church

Guest Pastor
Rev. John Chaplin
Office Manager
Emily Airhart

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar


A Welcoming Church Family:
Lawn Mowing
The sun shines and the grass grows. We'd love to have your help to mow it! Sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board.

Caring Within:
Pastoral Emergencies
If you have any emergencies come up this week while Pastor Nathan is gone, please
contact:
August 7-16: Owen Cayton (Ankeny Christian) ocayton@gmail.com
Office: 515-964-1083 Cell: 515-330-0135

Serving Beyond:
Prayer Leaders
Inspire Our Schools is a non-denominational Christian gathering of the community to
offer prayers of blessing & dedication over our schools. They are in need of prayer
leaders for their annual event on August 21st at 7pm. A prayer script will be provided.
For more information and to see participating schools, please see their website.
https://inspireourschools.org/

Joppa
The coin collection for July and August will be directed to Joppa, which provides
resources and support to the homeless. www.joppa.org.

mailto:ocayton@gmail.com
https://inspireourschools.org/
http://www.joppa.org


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


