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 Grace in Action 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 12th Sunday after Pentecost  August 28, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 From Psalm 62 © Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  God alone is my  rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be 
 shaken. 
 A  LL  :  In God is my safety  and my honor;  God is my strong rock and my 
 refuge. 
 O  NE  :  Put your trust in God always, O people; pour  out your hearts before the One who 
 is our refuge. 
 A  LL  :  Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,  even those of low estate 
 cannot be trusted. 
 O  NE  :  On the scales they are lighter than a breath,  all of them together. 
 A  LL  :  Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no  empty pride; though 
 wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 O  NE  :  God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that  power belongs to God. 
 A  LL  :  Steadfast love is yours, O God, for you repay  everyone according to their 
 deeds. 

 *Hymn #86 (black)  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 



 Congregational Preparation: Sing to God With Joyful Hearts (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 



 Scripture  Romans 12:9–21 (CEB) 
 Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. Love 
 each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to each other. 
 Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in the Spirit as you serve the Lord! Be 
 happy in your hope, stand your ground when you’re in trouble, and devote yourselves to 
 prayer. Contribute to the needs of God’s people, and welcome strangers into your 
 home. Bless people who harass you—bless and don’t curse them. Be happy with those 
 who are happy, and cry with those who are crying. Consider everyone as equal, and 
 don’t think that you’re better than anyone else. Instead associate with people who have 
 no status. Don’t think that you’re so smart. Don’t pay back anyone for their evil actions 
 with evil actions, but show respect for what everyone else believes is good. If possible, 
 to the best of your ability, live at peace with all people. Don’t try to get revenge for 
 yourselves, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. It is written, Revenge 
 belongs to me; I will pay it back, says the Lord.Instead, If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
 if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will pile burning coals of fire upon his 
 head. Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good. 

 Sermon  Graceful Responses  -Pastor Nathan 

 *Hymn #393 (black)  Blessed Be the Tie That Binds 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #81 (black) God Be with You (v 1) 
 God be with you till we meet a-gain; By good coun-sel guide, up-hold you, 
 With a shep-herd's care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 

 Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je-sus' feet; 
 till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet a-gain. 

 Postlude 



 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 
 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 
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 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Zora Margaret Lozier 
 We join Zach and Kaylin in welcoming Zora to the world! She was born last Sunday 
 morning, weighing in at 8 lbs, 1oz! So far, parents and baby are doing well at home! 

 Office Hours 
 Emily will continue on maternity leave this week, and resume a hybrid schedule after 
 Labor Day. She'll be in one day a week for a couple of weeks before returning to a 5-day 
 schedule in mid-September. In her absence, Pastor Nathan will try to be in the office 
 from 9-12 M-Th as much as possible. 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Sunday School 
 Sunday School starts September 11! We’re aiming to have 3 classes: k-2, 3-5, and 6-9. 
 K-5 will meet at our usual 9:15 time, while the 6-9th graders will meet after church. 
 With 3 classes instead of 2 again, we’re looking to expand our pool of teachers for our 
 monthly rotation. Teaching Sunday School is a uniquely rewarding experience, and a 
 great way to find new inspiration both from the students and from scripture. Contact 
 Peg Colton or the office! 

 Caring Within: 
 Meal Train 
 As we’ve shared, Misty DeReus’s husband Rich has metastatic cancer and, after a period 
 of difficulty, is back on a chemotherapy regimen. With school back, Stephanie has set up 
 a Meal Train so people can sign up to provide meals to them (or talk to Stephanie): 
 https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6 . Thanks for all the folks who have signed up so far! To 
 make communicating the big news easier, they have a set up a page at 
 https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus . 



 Post-Pandemic Summit 
 The UCC is hosting a national summit to re-envision life as a church:  Join us to reflect 
 on what we've moved through as church experiencing pandemic, to recognize the 
 innovative ways we have survived and in some ways thrived:  What did we learn when 
 faced with the need to pivot quickly and still be effectively present as church? Where do 
 we need to stretch ourselves? What and how do we need to build capacity to resource 
 how we're evolving as church? What might we each offer to help us become? These and 
 other questions will be contemplated as we lean into lessons learned about adapting 
 with agility, and unpack potential possibility.  Registration  is $50 for the online summit, 
 and the last day to register is September 15:  https://shorturl.at/aBDJP 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic.  When  we have communion, it will 
 be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know 
 that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. 
 If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we 
 invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and 
 how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church 
 Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 

 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 602 SE Delaware Ave 

 Ankeny, IA 50021 
 (515)-964-4647 


