
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 
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 August 21, 2022, 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Blessing of the Backpacks 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 11th Sunday after Pentecost  August 21, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 O  NE  :  God is Great! 
 A  LL  :  All of the time! 
 O  NE  :  God who stretched the spangled heavens welcomes us into this space. 
 A  LL  :  Together, we stretch our arms and embrace all of God's creation. 
 O  NE  :  In the name of God, in the name of Christ, and in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
 A  LL  :  Come and worship! 

 *Hymn #27 (black)  From All That Dwell below the Skies 
 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Come and pray in us, Ho-ly Spir-it, come and pray in us, 
 come and vis-it us, Ho-ly Spir-it, Spir-it come, Spir-it come. 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 
 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 Invitation to the Blessing of the Backpacks and Lesson Plans 
 Adapted from https://thevicarofhogsmeade.wordpress.com/2010/08/20/litany-of-the-blessing-of-the-backpacks-and-backpack-blessing/ 

 O  NE  : This Sunday, before the school bells ring, we invite all children, teachers, and staff 
 who will be returning to school this week to come forward for a blessing. Those of you 
 who have your hearts full of hopes, uncertainties and dreams for this new year, come 
 forward. 

 As the people gather, the congregation sings our gathering song (tune #182): 
 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 

 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 
 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 

 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 O  NE  : In the name of God our Parent, and God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
 G  ATHERED  : Amen 
 O  NE  : In the book of Romans, Paul encourages us to constantly transform ourselves by 
 renewing our minds. By asking questions that challenge ourselves, we help ourselves to 
 grow and understand God better. When Jesus was twelve, he went with his parents to 
 Jerusalem. He stayed in the temple, listening to and asking questions of the teachers 
 there. Will you do your best to listen and learn from the teachers in your school this 
 year? If so, please say: “We will and we ask God to help us!” 

 G  ATHERED  : We will and we ask God to help us! 

 O  NE  : The story of David in 1 Samuel reminds us that sometimes God gives remarkable 
 gifts to all kinds of children, including ones who are alone, or small, or who others laugh 
 at. Will you trust that God is with you, too, and look for signs of God’s presence as you 
 go through your school day? If so, say, “We will and we ask God to help us.” 
 G  ATHERED  : We will and we ask God to help us! 
 O  NE  : (Lifting a backpack) For all the good things God has provided for us, let us join in 
 praise and thanksgiving. For pens, pencils, crayons and markers, 



 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God! 
 O  NE  : For notebooks, paper and folders, calculators and student planners, 
 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God! 
 O  NE  : For these special students: in preschool, elementary, junior high or middle school, 
 in senior high school, college or vocational school; for all their different talents and gifts; 
 and for their insights and commitment to learning, 
 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God! 

 O  NE  : As you prepare to go back to school this week, you can bring to God your fears, 
 wonderings and uncertainties about what this new year will bring. Will you invite God 
 to walk with you as you encounter each new day? If so, please say, “We will and we ask 
 God to help us.” 
 G  ATHERED  :  We will and we ask God to help us. 
 O  NE  : Will you pray for those who prepare for school without backpacks to fill and those 
 throughout the world who have only a dream of being a student some day? Will you 
 pray for them, share what you have with them, and offer kind and encouraging words? If 
 so, then say, “We will and we ask God to help us.” 
 G  ATHERED  : We will and we ask God to help us. 
 O  NE  : And finally, will you pray for all the teachers and helpers in your schools? Will you 
 remember that they have bad days and good days, too, and try to understand what they 
 are trying to do? If so, then say, “We will and we ask God to help us.” 
 G  ATHERED  : We will and we ask God to help us. 

 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  : Crayons, 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : Pencils, 
 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  :  Scissors, 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : and glue 
 O  NE  : Backpacks, school bags, pencil boxes, too. 
 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  :  Getting up early, 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : Walking, 
 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  :  So very much to learn. 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : So many to help: 



 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  : Teachers, counselors, principals 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : Bus drivers, secretaries 
 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  :  Cooks, librarians and janitors, too. 
 O  NE  : God is with us in our learning and in all that we do. 
 P  ULPIT  S  IDE  :  Riding 
 P  IANO  S  IDE  : or taking the bus 
 O  NE  : New teacher, new classmates; new subjects to learn. 
 A  LL  :  We thank you, God, for the resources and school supplies 
 that help our children and students of all ages learn. We thank you for 
 children and all involved in our children’s education. We ask you to 
 bless workers with children, the children of this extended community, and 
 persons of all ages who seek to learn and to grow. Amen. 

 Scripture  1 Samuel 17:55–18:9 (CEB) 
 Now  when  Saul  saw  David  go  out  to  meet  the  Philistine,  he  asked  Abner  the  army 
 general,  “Abner,  whose  son  is  that  boy?”  “As  surely  as  you  live,  Your  Majesty,  I  don’t 
 know,”  Abner  answered.  “Then  find  out  whose  son  that  young  man  is,”  the  king  replied. 
 So  when  David  came  back  from  killing  the  Philistine,  Abner  sent  for  him  and  presented 
 him  to  Saul.  The  Philistine’s  head  was  still  in  David’s  hand.  Saul  said  to  him,  “Whose  son 
 are  you,  my  boy?”  “I’m  the  son  of  your  servant  Jesse  from  Bethlehem,”  David  answered. 
 As  soon  as  David  had  finished  talking  with  Saul,  Jonathan’s  life  became  bound  up  with 
 David’s  life,  and  Jonathan  loved  David  as  much  as  himself.From  that  point  forward,  Saul 
 kept  David  in  his  service  and  wouldn’t  allow  him  to  return  to  his  father’s  household.  And 
 Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant  together  because  Jonathan  loved  David  as  much  as 
 himself.  Jonathan  took  off  the  robe  he  was  wearing  and  gave  it  to  David,  along  with  his 
 armor,  as  well  as  his  sword,  his  bow,  and  his  belt.  David  went  out  and  was  successful  in 
 every  mission  Saul  sent  him  to  do.  So  Saul  placed  him  in  charge  of  the  soldiers,  and  this 
 pleased  all  the  troops  as  well  as  Saul’s  servants.  After  David  came  back  from  killing  the 
 Philistine,  and  as  the  troops  returned  home,  women  from  all  of  Israel’s  towns  came  out 
 to  meet  King  Saul  with  singing  and  dancing,  with  tambourines,  rejoicing,  and  musical 
 instruments.  The  women  sang  in  celebration:  “Saul  has  killed  his  thousands,  but  David 
 has killed his tens of thousands!” Saul burned with anger.  (con't) 



 This  song  annoyed  him.  “They’ve  credited  David  with  tens  of  thousands,”  he  said,  “but 
 only  credit  me  with  thousands.  What’s  next  for  him—the  kingdom  itself?”  So  Saul  kept  a 
 close eye on David from that point on. 

 Sermon  Parking Insecurities  -Pastor Nathan 

 *Hymn  God of the Fertile Fields (next page) 
 By Georgia Harness, ©1955 The Hymn Society, Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v 2) 
 Grant us your peace, up-on our home-ward way; 

 with you be-gan, with you shall end the day; 
 Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

 that in this house have called up-on your name. 
 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 





 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday 
 10:30am Worship 

 Monday 
 10:00am Deacons 
 7:00pm Council Meeting 

 Sunday 
 10:30am Worship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Emily Airhart 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 



 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Greeting, Fellowship, and Worship 
 It's hard to believe that only a year ago we were celebrating each other's presence with 
 a catered meal and ice cream truck. In those moments, we had laid plans for more 
 regular fellowship hours, the different voices we were used to hearing during worship, 
 and renewed joy at welcoming faces into worship. Things changed, and we had to move 
 flexibly. We thank all of the people who have volunteered to do work on an ad hoc 
 basis. As we look to this fall, we are looking to once again commit to having these 
 welcoming actions as part of our regular worship. If you find yourself unable to greet or 
 host fellowship, please email us in the office to say so, as we start to work on schedules. 

 Preston Gabriel Airhart 
 We're pleased to share that Emily and her husband welcomed Preston Gabriel Airhart 
 to the world last Sunday afternoon. As a result she'll be on leave for at least a couple of 
 weeks and then likely on a hybrid remote/in-office schedule, so bear with us as we give 
 them some time together without the worries of work. 



 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 

 2022-23 Sunday School 
 Sunday School starts Sunday September 11! We're setting up our classes and ordering 
 curriculum now! You can register on the website at: 
 https://www.ankenyucc.org/education/registration/  ! We're excited to welcome our kids 
 and families to regular exploration of the whole story of the Bible, presented as always 
 with a peacemaking point of view. And if you are an adult who likes kids, enjoys seeing 
 them learn, and wants to spend some additional time with these words of ancient 
 scripture, we have opportunities for teaching. We always schedule month-long rotations 
 of teachers and kids, so that both get the opportunity to know and learn from different 
 people throughout the year. Talk to Peg! 

 2022-23 Music 
 And with the church program year beginning, choir is also right around the corner. Our 
 non-auditioned choir offers its gifts to us in worship most Sundays during Fall, Winter, 
 and Spring and rehearses on Wednesday nights. Contact Laura Beckwith if you'd like to 
 join your voice in praise. 
 We also welcome instrumental or vocal gifts in our Sunday worship. We thank Janet 
 Ferrone, Paul Ferrone, Laura Beckwith, John MacDonald, and Tom Broadbooks for 
 lending their talents to our worship every week, and are always eager to hear more 
 voices. Call or email Pastor Nathan during the week to discuss where you might fit in. 

 Caring Within: 

 Misty and Rich 
 As we’ve shared, Misty DeReus’s husband Rich has metastatic cancer and, after a period 
 of difficulty, is back on a chemotherapy regimen. With school starting next week for 
 Misty (who works at Northwest), Nick, and Aggy, Stephanie has set up a Meal Train so 
 people can sign up to provide meals to them (or talk to Stephanie): 
 https://mealtrain.com/1nv5q6  . To make communicating the big news easier, they have a 
 set up a page at  https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/richarddereus  . 



 Mission Stewardship Moment from Lebanon 

 There were great hopes that the parliamentary elections of May 2022 would bring 
 positive changes for the country and its people. But once again, despite hopes of 
 renewal and change, the country has ended in an even worse condition than before. 
 Life here in Lebanon continues to endure a raft of unending challenges. It is difficult for 
 some households to put food on the table, even in its most basic form of bread and 
 cheese. 
 Amidst all these difficulties, we focus on evidence of hope. 
 Throughout this past academic year, Haigazian University was able to hold in-person 
 classes. Through God’s grace, it held its Commencement Exercises for the first time 
 since the onset of the pandemic, in which 107 undergraduates and graduate students 
 received their degrees. The University is the recipient of gifts (including from the 
 Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ) that are 
 earmarked for tuition fees for many of its student body, who are increasingly unable to 
 pay tuition due to the crashing economy. 
 More evidence of hope is happening this summer, in which all of Lebanon’s five Armenian 
 Evangelical churches, along with the UAECNE’s Christian Social Center, are holding four- 
 and five-week Vacation Bible Schools, giving children a much-needed opportunity to be 
 loved and cared for by young leaders and to hear the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 
 Jesus wants us to look around, see those who are bound and oppressed, and touch 
 them with faith, compassion, and hope. “Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to 
 (this city); I will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security” 
 (Jeremiah 33.6). Trusting in these promises, we continue to follow Christ. 
 Mission Moment by Maria Bakalian 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic.  When  we have communion, it will 
 be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know 
 that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. 
 If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we 
 invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and 
 how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church 
 Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 

 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 602 SE Delaware Ave 

 Ankeny, IA 50021 
 (515)-964-4647 


