
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

Patrick Slattery, August 18, 2012

July 17, 2022, 6th Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



6th Sunday after Pentecost July 17, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
From Psalm © Order of St. Helena, used with permission

ONE: God reigns; let the people tremble; God is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the
earth shake.
ALL: God is great in Zion and is high above all peoples.
ONE: Let them confess God's Name, which is great and awesome; God is the Holy One.
ALL: "O mighty Ruler, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have
executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."
ONE: We proclaim your greatness, O God, and fall down before your footstool; you are
the Holy One.
ALL: Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call
upon your Name, they called upon you, and you answered them.
ONE: You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; they kept your testimonies and the
decree that you gave them.
ALL: "O Holy God, you answered them indeed; you were a God who forgave
them, yet punished them for their evil deeds."
ONE: Proclaim the greatness of our God and worship in God's holy hill, for our God is
the Holy One.

*Hymn #103 (red) Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)



Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Come and pray in us, Ho-ly Spir-it, come and pray in us,
come and vis-it us, Ho-ly Spir-it, Spir-it come, Spir-it come.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture  1 Samuel 8:1–22 (CEB)
Now when Samuel got old, he appointed his sons to serve as Israel’s judges. The name
of his oldest son was Joel; the name of the second was Abijah. They served as judges in
Beer-sheba. But Samuel’s sons didn’t follow in his footsteps. They tried to turn a profit,
they accepted bribes, and they perverted justice. So all the Israelite elders got together
and went to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, “Listen. You are old now, and your sons
don’t follow in your footsteps. So appoint us a king to judge us like all the other nations
have.” It seemed very bad to Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us,” so he
prayed to the LORD.



The LORD answered Samuel, “Comply with the people’s request—everything they ask of
you—because they haven’t rejected you. No, they’ve rejected me as king over them.
They are doing to you only what they’ve been doing to me from the day I brought them
out of Egypt to this very minute, abandoning me and worshipping other gods. So comply
with their request, but give them a clear warning, telling them how the king will rule
over them.” Then Samuel explained everything the LORD had said to the people who
were asking for a king. “This is how the king will rule over you,” Samuel said: “He will
take your sons, and will use them for his chariots and his cavalry and as runners for his
chariot. He will use them as his commanders of troops of one thousand and troops of
fifty, or to do his plowing and his harvesting, or to make his weapons or parts for his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, or bakers. He will take
your best fields, vineyards, and olive groves and give them to his servants. He will give
one-tenth of your grain and your vineyards to his officials and servants. He will take your
male and female servants, along with the best of your cattle and donkeys, and make
them do his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and then you yourselves will
become his slaves! When that day comes, you will cry out because of the king you chose
for yourselves, but on that day the LORD won’t answer you.” But the people refused to
listen to Samuel and said, “No! There must be a king over us so we can be like all the
other nations. Our king will judge us and lead us and fight our battles.” Samuel listened
to everything the people said and repeated it directly to the LORD. Then the LORD said to
Samuel, “Comply with their request. Give them a king.” Samuel then told the Israelite
people, “Go back, each of you, to your own hometown.”

Anthem Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus Tom Broadbooks

Sermon "You Know This is a Terrible Idea, Right?" -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #436 (black) God of Grace and God of Glory

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction



*Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v 2)
Grant us your peace, up-on our home-ward way;

with you be-gan, with you shall end the day;
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,

that in this house have called up-on your name.
Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, July 17
10:30am Worship

Monday, July 18
7:15pm Trustees
Meeting

Sunday, July 24
10:30am Worship

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar


Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Cantor
Laura Beckwith
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Guitar
Tom Broadbooks

Pastor
Nathan Willard
Office Manager
Emily Airhart

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc

A Welcoming Church Family:
Lawn Mowing
The sun shines and the grass grows. We'd love to have your help to mow it! Sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board.
Fellowship Hall Painting
The Trustees are looking for people to help with moving furniture, prepping walls,
taping, and painting the fellowship hall. Please email trustees@ankenyucc.org if you are
interested in helping! Please check out the paint sample options in the fellowship hall as
well!

Caring Within:
Pastoral Emergencies
If you have any emergencies come up this week while Pastor Nathan is gone, please
contact:
July 18-20: Eric Pasanchin (Ankeny Presbyterian) eric@ankenypresbyterian.org
Office: 515-964-0264     Cell: 937-838-6765
July 21-25: Shonda Deranleau (Humboldt UCC) pastorshonda@gmail.com
Cell: 641-344-3948

mailto:trustees@ankenyucc.org
mailto:eric@ankenypresbyterian.org
mailto:pastorshonda@gmail.com


Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Intergenerational Day Camp
Thank you to everyone who attended our second session of Intergenerational Day
Camp!

Serving Beyond:
Meet the Mission, "Meat" the Need
On July 23rd from 10-2, Hope Ministries is hosting Meet the Mission, "Meat" the Need
at Bethel Mission men's shelter. You will be able to help assemble personal hygiene kits,
tour the shelter and participate in a scavenger hunt, and enjoy a free lunch! As part of
the event they are asking attendees to bring a donation of meat, as it is a big need of
theirs. https://www.hopeiowa.org/events/meet-the-mission-meat-the-need/

Donations
For the month of July, we will be collecting donations for the Ankeny Service Center and
Paul's Place/New Horizon.
Current donation needs: clorox wipes, baby wipes, swiffer wet cloths, wide tip dry erase
markers, 5x7 canvases, toilet paper (not larger than a 4" square), personal care products
(no toothbrushes, toothpaste, or bar soap as they are not low on those items), bubbles,
board games, playdough, birth gift bags/tissue paper.

Joppa
The coin collection for July and August will be directed to Joppa, which provides
resources and support to the homeless. www.joppa.org.

https://www.hopeiowa.org/events/meet-the-mission-meat-the-need/
http://www.joppa.org


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


