
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

July 10, 2022, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



Fifth Sunday after Pentecost July 10, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
From Psalm © Order of St. Helena, used with permission

ONE: Alleluia! I will give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart, in the assembly of
the upright, in the congregation.
ALL: Great are your deeds, O God; they are studied by all who delight in
them.
ONE: Your work is full of majesty and splendor, and your righteousness endures for ever.
ALL: You make your marvelous works to be remembered; you are gracious
and full of compassion.
ONE: You give food to those who fear you; you are ever mindful of your covenant.
ALL: You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the
lands of the nations.
ONE: The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; * all your commandments are
sure.
ALL: They stand fast for ever and ever, because they are done in truth and
equity.
ONE: You sent redemption to your people; you commanded your covenant for ever;
holy and awesome is your Name.
ALL: The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom; those who act accordingly
have a good understanding; God’s praise endures for ever.

*Hymn #223 (black) What Wondrous Love Is This

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)



Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Come and pray in us, Ho-ly Spir-it, come and pray in us,
come and vis-it us, Ho-ly Spir-it, Spir-it come, Spir-it come.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture  1 Samuel 2:11–26 (CEB)
Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy served the LORD under Eli the priest.
Now Eli’s sons were despicable men who didn’t know the LORD. This was how the priest
was supposed to act with the people: Whenever anyone made a sacrifice, while the
meat was boiling, the priest’s assistant would come with a three-pronged fork in hand.
He would thrust it into the cauldron or the pot. Whatever the fork brought up, the
priest would take for himself. This is how it was done for all the Israelites who came to
Shiloh. But with Eli’s sons, even before the fat was burned, the priest’s assistant would
come and say to the person offering the sacrifice, “Give the priest some meat to roast.



He won’t accept boiled meat from you.”If anyone said, “Let the fat be burned off first, as
usual, then take whatever you like for yourself,” the assistant would reply, “No, hand it
over now. If not, I’ll take it by force.” The sin of these priestly assistants was very serious
in the LORD’s sight because they were disrespecting the Lord’s own offering. Now Samuel
was serving the LORD. He was a young boy, clothed in a linen priestly vest. His mother
would make a small robe for him and take it to him every year when she went up with
her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife: “May the
LORD replace the child of this woman that you gave back to the LORD.” Then they would
return home. The LORD paid attention to Hannah, and she conceived and gave birth to
three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the LORD’s service.
Eli was very old, but he heard everything his sons were doing to the Israelites, and how
they had sex with the women who served at the meeting tent’s entrance. Eli said to his
sons, “Why are you doing these terrible things that I’m hearing about from everybody?
No, my sons. Don’t do this. The report I hear spreading among God’s people isn’t good.
If someone sins against someone else, God can intercede; but if someone sins against
the LORD, who will intercede then?” But they wouldn’t obey their father because the
LORD wanted to kill them. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel kept growing up and was more
and more liked by both the LORD and the people.

Sermon The Priesthood of All Believers -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #583 (black) Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us

Welcome of New Members
Zach and Kaylin Lozier have expressed their desire to join Ankeny UCC.

Introduction and Questions to the Candidates
Following the confirmation of their desire to join the church, we affirm our church
covenant together.

ONE: Let us affirm together the covenant of Ankeny UCC:



ALL: We see ourselves to be a caring community called to accept God’s love
as experienced through Christ, without restrictions and guilt, and with joy
and thanksgiving. This gift of the Spirit gives us the enthusiasm and power to
support one another in life’s journey toward Christ-likeness as we accept
each other’s uniqueness and minister to one another's needs. We will
continue to serve as examples of Christian love in our daily lives as we reach
out to others in witness and service in the world, that the kingdom of God
may be fulfilled.

Following further affirmation of their desire to join in the life of the church, we welcome
our new members.
ONE: Let us, the members of Ankeny UCC, express our welcome and affirm our mutual
ministry in Christ.
ALL: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of
the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue
to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen
Savior.
ONE: Almighty and everliving God, may your hand ever be over your servants who made
a commitment to membership here today. May your Holy Spirit ever be with them. So
lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word that they may serve you in this
life and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ.

Hymn #376 (black) God, We Thank You for Our People
Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction
*Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v 2)

Grant us your peace, up-on our home-ward way;
with you be-gan, with you shall end the day;

Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
that in this house have called up-on your name.

Postlude



You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, July 10
10:30am Worship
11:30am Zach and
Kaylin's Baby Shower

Saturday, July 16
9am Intergenerational
Day Camp

Sunday, July 17
10:30am Worship

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Lawn Mowing
The sun shines and the grass grows. We'd love to have your help to mow it! Sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board.
Fellowship Hall Painting
The Trustees are looking for people to help with moving furniture, prepping walls,
taping, and painting the fellowship hall. Please email trustees@ankenyucc.org if you are
interested in helping! Most of the work will not start until after July 16th, but some prep
can start now.
Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Intergenerational Day Camp
Our next Intergenerational Day Camp session is on July 16th! Sign-up sheets and info
are on the bulletin board. https://www.ankenyucc.org/vbs/.
Serving Beyond:
Donations
For the month of July, we will be collecting donations for the Ankeny Service Center and
Paul's Place/New Horizon. Please see the bulletin board for current donation needs.
Joppa
The coin collection for July and August will be directed to Joppa, which provides
resources and support to the homeless. www.joppa.org.

mailto:trustees@ankenyucc.org
https://www.ankenyucc.org/vbs/
http://www.joppa.org


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


