
A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond

July 3, 2022, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



Fourth Sunday after Pentecost July 3, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
From A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church ©2021 Wilda C. Gafney

ONE: My heart exults in the HOLY ONE OF OLD; my horn is lifted up in my God.
ALL: My mouth opens wide against my enemies, for I will rejoice in my
victory.
ONE: There is none holy like the MOST HIGH, none besides you; there is no rock like our
God.
ALL: Speak proudly no more, multiplying pride, nor let arrogance come from
your mouth; for the AGELESS GOD is a God of knowledge, and by God deeds
are accounted.
ONE: The bows of the mighty are broken, yet the feeble gird on warrior-strength.
ALL: The FOUNT OF JUSTICE will judge the ends of the earth; God will give
strength to God's ruler, and exalt the power of the annointed of God.

*Hymn #594 (black) How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Come and pray in us, Ho-ly Spir-it, come and pray in us,
come and vis-it us, Ho-ly Spir-it, Spir-it come, Spir-it come.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again



Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture  1 Samuel 1:19–2:11 (CEB)
They got up early the next morning and worshipped the LORD. Then they went back
home to Ramah. Elkanah had sex with his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her.
So in the course of time, Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him
Samuel, which means “I asked the LORD for him.” When Elkanah and all his household
went up to make the annual sacrifice and keep his solemn promise, Hannah didn’t go.
“I’ll bring the boy when he is weaned,” she told her husband, “so he can be presented to
the LORD and stay there permanently. I will offer him as a nazirite forever.” “Do what
seems best to you,” said her husband Elkanah. “Stay here until you’ve weaned him. But
may the LORD bring to pass what you’ve promised.” So the woman stayed home and
nursed her son until she had weaned him. When he had been weaned and was still very
young, Hannah took him, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a jar of
wine, and brought him to the LORD’s house at Shiloh. They slaughtered the bull, then
brought the boy to Eli. “Excuse me, sir!” Hannah said. “As surely as you live, sir, I am the



woman who stood here next to you, praying to the LORD. I prayed for this boy, and the
LORD gave me what I asked from him.
So now I give this boy back to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.”
Then they worshipped there before the LORD.
Then Hannah prayed: My heart rejoices in the LORD. My strength rises up in the LORD!
My mouth mocks my enemies because I rejoice in your deliverance. No one is holy like
the LORD— no, no one except you! There is no rock like our God! Don’t go on and on,
talking so proudly, spouting arrogance from your mouth because the LORD is the God
who knows, and he weighs every act. The bows of mighty warriors are shattered, but
those who were stumbling now dress themselves in power! Those who were filled full
now sell themselves for bread, but the ones who were starving are now fat from food!
The woman who was barren has birthed seven children, but the mother with many sons
has lost them all! The LORD! He brings death, gives life, takes down to the grave, and
raises up! The LORD! He makes poor, gives wealth, brings low, but also lifts up high! God
raises the poor from the dust, lifts up the needy from the garbage pile. God sits them
with officials, gives them the seat of honor! The pillars of the earth belong to the LORD;
he set the world on top of them! God guards the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked
die in darkness because no one succeeds by strength alone. The LORD! His enemies are
terrified! God thunders against them from heaven! The LORD! He judges the far corners
of the earth! May God give strength to his king and raise high the strength of his
anointed one. Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy served the LORD under
Eli the priest.

*Hymn #15 (black) My Heart is Overflowing

Sermon God of the Upside-Down -Pastor Nathan

Prayer of Confession
ONE: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
ALL: When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
ONE: Siblings in Christ, let us ask for the forgiveness we need.



ALL: Gracious and most merciful God, we come to you knowing we have too
often failed to be your hands in the world. Hear these, our confessions and
hopes for reconciliation. We confess that we have sinned against you and
sinned against our neighbors. We have not seen and heard them, but instead
imagined ourselves to be independent of them. We have made idols of
nationalism, wealth, and status. We have neglected your Holy Spirit within
us, and not allowed it to grow in us and transform us. We have not used this,
your church, to build your realm together. We confess that we do not see
Christ in the faces of people all around us who suffer and demand justice. We
forget too quickly the cries of your children when they implore us to act. We
claim to be allies, but fall silent when our support might come with a cost.
God of mystery and mercy, we most humbly repent and ask that you
transform us once more. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
ONE: Friends, hear the good news. As surely as Christ defeated death upon the cross,
God forgives us to live our calls to justice and reconciliation. Amen.
ALL: Friend, hear the good news. As surely as Christ defeated death upon the
cross, God forgives us to live our calls to justice and reconciliation. Amen.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Service of Holy Communion
Today, we will have the elements at the table and in the narthex. No matter who you are
or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this table.

*Communion Prayer
ONE: God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to God.
ONE: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



ONE: Holy God, you have brought us to this table of reconciliation and remembrance as
a resurrection people. We thank you for giving us this story and for all our ancestors in
faith who have stewarded it over the centuries. We thank you for the people who set
this table and welcomed each of us when we most needed to be reminded of your
peace and your presence. As we live into your new commandment to love one another,
breathe your Holy Spirit into these symbols of your eternal invitation, that we might
seek and welcome the people who need them most. Amen.

Hymn #330 (black) Let Us Break Bread Together

Telling the Story
Sharing the Elements
Giving Thanks for the Feast

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v 2)
Grant us your peace, up-on our home-ward way;

with you be-gan, with you shall end the day;
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,

that in this house have called up-on your name.
Postlude



You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better!



Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday, July 3
10:30am Worship

Tuesday, July 5
10:00am Deacons
Meeting

Sunday, July 10
10:30am Worship
11:30am Celebration for
Zach and Kaylin's New
Baby

Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Accompanist
Paige Wonderly
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Cantor
Brad Church

Pastor
Nathan Willard
Office Manager
Emily Airhart

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar


A Welcoming Church Family:
Lawn Mowing
The sun shines and the grass grows. We'd love to have your help to mow it! Sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board.

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Intergenerational Day Camp
Our next Intergenerational Day Camp session is on July 16th! Sign-up sheets and info
are on the bulletin board. https://www.ankenyucc.org/vbs/.

Caring Within:
Celebration for a New Baby
Let's celebrate the upcoming arrival of Kaylin and Zach's baby! Join us for a celebration
after church service on Sunday, July 10th in the fellowship hall. We will have cake, food,
and fun! Kaylin and Zach are expecting a baby girl on August 20th. If you feel led to bring
a gift, they would appreciate anything, including books, diapers, wipes, clothes (except
newborn size), toys, gift cards.

Serving Beyond:
Donations
This summer, our Intergenerational Day Camp is all about caring for others in our
community and how others in our community care for us. For the month of July, we will
be taking donations for two places in our community that care for others: the Ankeny
Service Center and Paul's Place/New Horizon. If you would like to donate something,
please bring items to church during the month of July.

https://www.ankenyucc.org/vbs/


Current Donation Needs: Clorox wipes, baby wipes, Swiffer wet cloths, wide tip dry
erase markers, 5x7 canvases, toilet paper (not larger than a 4" square), personal care
products (no toothbrushes, toothpaste, or bar soap as they are not low on those items),
bubbles, board games, playdough, birthday gift bags/tissue paper.

Meet the Mission, Meat the Need:
Hope Ministries is hosting Meet the Mission, "Meat" the Need at Bethel Mission men's
shelter on Saturday, July 23 from 10am-2pm. You'll be able to assemble personal hygiene
care kits, take a tour of the shelter and participate in a scavenger hunt, and enjoy a free
lunch! As part of the event, they are asking those attending to bring a donation of meat
(pork loin, ground beef, etc.) as it is a big food need for them.
https://www.hopeiowa.org/events/meet-the-mission-meat-the-need/

Joppa
The coin collection for July and August will be directed to Joppa. Joppa's mission is to
create communities of unconditional love and support, and hope for the homeless, as
they work together to prevent homelessness. They collaborate with community
partners and help homeless people access existing resources. www.joppa.org.

https://www.hopeiowa.org/events/meet-the-mission-meat-the-need/
http://www.joppa.org


DMARC at the Farmer's Market:
DMARC is looking for volunteers to assist and collect donations at their farmer's
market booth on Saturdays! A sign-up link can be found on their Facebook page and in
the Wednesday Newsletter.



A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties).

We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic. When we have communion, it will
be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table. Know
that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you.
If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf, we
invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and
how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.

In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church
Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond.

Ankeny United Church of Christ
602 SE Delaware Ave

Ankeny, IA 50021
(515)-964-4647


