
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 June 5, 2022, Pentecost Sunday 
 New Members 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 Pentecost Sunday  June 5, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 From Psalm 104, © Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  Bless the Holy One, O my soul; O God, how excellent  is your greatness; you are 
 clothed with majesty and splendor. 
 A  LL  :  You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak;  you spread out the heavens 
 like a curtain. 
 O  NE  :  You lay the beams of your chambers in the waters  above; you make the clouds 
 your chariot; you ride on the wings of the wind. 
 A  LL  :  You make the winds your messengers and flames  of fire your servants. 

 Prayer of Confession 
 O  NE  :  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is not in us. 
 A  LL  :  When we confess our sins, God is faithful and  just and will forgive our 
 sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 O  NE  :  Siblings in Christ, let us ask for the forgiveness  we need. 
 A  LL  :  Gracious and most merciful God, we come to you  knowing there are 
 things we ought to do that we do not do, and things that we do that we 
 ought not to do. Hear these, our confessions and hopes for reconciliation. 
 We confess that we have sinned against you and sinned against our 
 neighbors. We have neglected your Holy Spirit within us, and not allowed it 
 to grow in us and transform us. We have not used this, your church, to build 
 your realm together. We confess that we do not see Christ in the faces of 
 people all around us who suffer and demand justice. We forget too quickly 
 the cries of your children when they implore us to act. We claim to be allies, 
 but fall silent when our support might come with a cost. 



 God of mystery and mercy, we most humbly repent. On this day of 
 Pentecost, build your Holy Spirit in us and lead us into reconciliation and 
 hope. 

 Silence 

 Assurance of Pardon 
 O  NE  :  Friends, hear the good news. As surely as Christ  defeated death upon the cross, 
 God brings us the fire of the Holy Spirit to build new lives in this world. You are forgiven 
 to live your calls to justice and reconciliation. Amen. 
 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God. 

 *Hymn (next page)  Shouts of Joy 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Come and Pray in Us (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 







 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Scripture  Acts 2:1–18 (CEB) 
 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound 
 from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were 
 sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of 
 them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as 
 the Spirit enabled them to speak. There were pious Jews from every nation under 
 heaven living in Jerusalem. When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were 
 mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native languages. They were 
 surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, 
 every one of them? How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? 
 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
 Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya 
 bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), 
 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our own 
 languages!” They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, “What 
 does this mean?” Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!” Peter stood 
 with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, 



 “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words! 
 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 
 Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: In the last days, God says, I 
 will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young 
 will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams. Even upon my servants, men and 
 women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 

 Sermon  Transformed and Transforming  -Pastor Nathan 

 Welcome of New Members 
 Fred Smith, Fran Smith, Janet Ferrone and Paul Ferrone have expressed their desire to 
 join Ankeny UCC. 

 Introduction and Questions to the Candidates 
 Following the confirmation of their desire to join the church, we affirm our church 
 covenant together. 

 O  NE  :  Let us affirm together the covenant of Ankeny  UCC: 

 A  LL  :  We see ourselves to be a caring community called  to accept God’s love 
 as experienced through Christ, without restrictions and guilt, and with joy 
 and thanksgiving. This gift of the Spirit gives us the enthusiasm and power to 
 support one another in life’s journey toward Christ-likeness as we accept 
 each other’s uniqueness and minister to one another's needs. We will 
 continue to serve as examples of Christian love in our daily lives as we reach 
 out to others in witness and service in the world, that the kingdom of God 
 may be fulfilled. 

 Following further affirmation of their desire to join in the life of the church, we welcome 
 our new members. 
 O  NE  :  Let us, the members of, Ankeny UCC, express our  welcome and affirm our mutual 
 ministry in Christ. 



 A  LL  :  We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We 
 promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of 
 the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue 
 to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen 
 Savior. 

 O  NE  :  Almighty and everliving God, may your hand ever  be over your servants who made 
 a commitment to membership here today. May your Holy Spirit ever be with them. So 
 lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word that they may serve you in this 
 life and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ. 

 *Hymn #351 (black)  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 

 Service of Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Table 
 Today, we will have the elements at the table and in the narthex. No matter who you are 
 or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this table. 
 *Communion Prayer 
 O  NE  :  God be with you. 
 A  LL  :  And also with you. 
 O  NE  :  Lift up your hearts. 
 A  LL  :  We lift them to God. 
 O  NE  :  Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
 A  LL  :  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 O  NE  :  Holy God, you have brought us to this table of  reconciliation and remembrance as 
 a resurrection people. We thank you for giving us this story and for all our ancestors in 
 faith who have stewarded it over the centuries. We thank you for the people who set 
 this table and welcomed each of us when we most needed to be reminded of your 
 peace and your presence. As we live into your new commandment to love one another, 
 breathe your Holy Spirit into these symbols of your eternal invitation, that we might 
 seek and welcome the people who need them most. Amen. 



 Telling the Story 
 Sharing the Elements 
 Giving Thanks for the Feast 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 

 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #334 (red) Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
 By Doris Akers, ©1962 Manna Music Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 There's a sweet, sweet Spir-it in this place, and I know that it's the Spir-it of the Lord; 
 there are sweet ex-pres-sions on each face, 

 and I know they feel the pre-sence of the Lord. 
 Sweet Ho-ly Spir-it, sweet heav-en-ly Dove, 

 stay right here with us, fill-ing us with your love; 
 and for these bless-ings we lift our hearts in praise; 

 with-out a doubt we'll know that we have been re-vived when we shall leave this place. 

 Postlude 
 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 

 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 
 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 

 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 



 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday 
 10:30am Worship 
 11:30  The Great 
 Emergence 

 Monday 
 10:00am Deacons Mtg 

 Sunday 
 10:30am Worship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 Today, we collect for the UCC Strengthen the Church Offering! Put your gift to 
 Strengthen the Church into the envelope to support new ways of being the church 
 across the country! 



 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Intergenerational Day Camp 
 Register at  https://www.ankenyucc.org/vbs  ! 

 Intergenerational Day Camp will be held on June 18th and July 16th from 9-12. The days 
 will center on caring for all…nature included. We don’t have a catchy theme name yet, 
 so if you are feeling creative, please email your ideas for our theme name to 
 pjcolton@me.com.  There will be a light lunch each day of hot dogs, chips, fruit or 
 veggie, cookie/bar, and drink. 

 If you are unable to help or participate and still want to help, you can give a donation to 
 help with cost of activity supplies and fees. 

 Most importantly we need all ages and church participants to participate if able.  Bring 
 extended family and friends to participate.  These are looking to to be fun learning 
 experiences connecting us together with our church and community.  You can sign up 
 for both or just one or both day if you are not available both days. 

 You can also email Peg at pjcolton@me.com.  For registration send names and date(s) 
 you plan to attend and for volunteering just let her know how you want to volunteer. 

 The Great Emergence 
 Join us in the Blue Room after church if you want to talk about the changes in American 
 Christianity we've learned in  The Great Emergence  ! 

 Join the Church 
 It's been a weird time this spring! We know that COVID, school, and other life events 
 made new member classes a little hard to schedule. Welcoming new members is always 
 a joyous occasion, so we are planning to welcome more this summer. If you'd like to join 
 them, talk to Pastor Nathan! 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic.  When  we have communion, it will 
 be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know 
 that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. 
 If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we 
 invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and 
 how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church 
 Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 

 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 602 SE Delaware Ave 

 Ankeny, IA 50021 
 (515)-964-4647 


