
 A welcoming church family, exploring progressive Christian theology, caring within and serving beyond 

 May 15, 2022, 5th Sunday of Easter 
 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 5th Sunday of Easter  May 15, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 Adapted from Psalm 63, © the Order of St. Helena, used with permission 

 O  NE  :  O God, you are my  God; eagerly I seek you; For your loving-kindness is better 
 than life itself; 
 A  LL  :  My lips shall give you praise. 
 O  NE  :  So will I bless you as long as I live 
 A  LL  :  And lift up my hands in your Name. 
 O  NE  :  And so, in the name of God our Parent, Christ God's Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
 A  LL  :  Come and Worship! Alleluia! Amen! 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Alleluia (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 



 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Scripture  1 Peter 1:3–9 (CEB) 
 May  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  blessed!  On  account  of  his  vast 
 mercy,  he  has  given  us  new  birth.  You  have  been  born  anew  into  a  living  hope  through 
 the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead.  You  have  a  pure  and  enduring  inheritance 
 that  cannot  perish—an  inheritance  that  is  presently  kept  safe  in  heaven  for  you.  Through 
 his  faithfulness,  you  are  guarded  by  God’s  power  so  that  you  can  receive  the  salvation  he 
 is  ready  to  reveal  in  the  last  time.  You  now  rejoice  in  this  hope,  even  if  it’s  necessary  for 
 you  to  be  distressed  for  a  short  time  by  various  trials.  This  is  necessary  so  that  your 
 faith  may  be  found  genuine.  (Your  faith  is  more  valuable  than  gold,  which  will  be 
 destroyed  even  though  it  is  itself  tested  by  fire.)  Your  genuine  faith  will  result  in  praise, 
 glory,  and  honor  for  you  when  Jesus  Christ  is  revealed.  Although  you’ve  never  seen  him, 
 you  love  him.  Even  though  you  don’t  see  him  now,  you  trust  him  and  so  rejoice  with  a 
 glorious  joy  that  is  too  much  for  words.  You  are  receiving  the  goal  of  your  faith:  your 
 salvation. 
 Choir Anthem  I Thank You, Lord 



 Sermon  Exploring Progressive Christian People  -Pastor Nathan 

 Recognizing Our Church Servants 

 Bruce Beckwith 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Alyssa Braun 
 Tom Broadbooks 
 Brad Church 
 Peg Colton 
 Kayleen Conter 
 Janet Ferrone 
 Paul Ferrone 
 Amy Garding 
 Gale Gilbert 

 Marlis Gilbert 
 Ryan Henzi 
 Katelyn Henzi 
 Stephanie Henzi 
 Judy Hines 
 Brian Holmes 
 Jenn Howieson 
 Rosie Howieson 
 John MacDonald 
 Mike Marcketti 
 Joan Moore 

 Nancy Pingel 
 Sandy Plager 
 Tom Rupp 
 Trina Rupp 
 Anneke Schut 
 Scot Storjohann 
 Jane Underwood 
 Martha Willard 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Beth Yale 

 Pastor Nathan will read a litany of thanks. After each item, we respond: 
 A  LL  :  We thank you. 
 Following the litany, we pray: 
 A  LL  :  We thank you, God, that each of us is called in our own way to your 
 service, and have the opportunity to respond to those calls in our own ways. 
 We thank you for supporting us when we feel frustration in the midst of our 
 service and do not know how we can continue. We thank you for bringing us 
 the encouragement of others to get the job done. We thank you for bringing 
 us these servants to bless us in our ministry. Help us to remember how many 
 talents we need to carry out your ministry, and that each of us has a gift to 
 offer. Amen. 

 Our 2022 Graduate: 
 Elle Street, Ankeny Centennial High School 

 *Hymn #376 (black)  God, We Thank You For Our People 



 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the world) 
 *Benediction 
 *Benediction Response: #80 (black) Savior, Again, to Your Dear Name (v. 2) 

 Grant us your peace up-on our home-ward way; 
 with you be-gan, with you shall end the day; 

 Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
 that in this house have called up-on your name. 

 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Please sign the Red Friendship Pads in your pews so we can know you better! 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Recognition Sunday 
 9:30am CE 
 10:30am Worship 
 12:00pm Jr Youth CE 

 Tuesday 
 1:00pm Book Study 
 Friday 
 Last day of Prep 
 Preschool 

 Sunday 
 9:30am CE 
 10:30am Worship 
 12:00pm Jr Youth CE 



 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Church Identification 
 If you look to the front of the bulletin, you'll see a slightly different way of presenting the 
 name of our church. As we've talked about the past two weeks, we're in the process of 
 exploring what it would feel like to go by Ankeny United Church (UCC) in the 
 community. In the Council, we talked about having a meaningful name to present to a 
 community that is less knowledgeable about denominations than was once the case 
 while still maintaining our identity as Ankeny United Church of Christ. Ankeny UCC is 
 meaningful to us, and to people who understand what the UCC is, but less so among 
 the general public. Ankeny United Church opens up possibilities with logos and 
 communications to better distinguish ourselves here in Ankeny. Let us know what you 
 think and what it makes you think about! 

 New Member Classes 
 If you have been walking with us on your journey and would like to explore covenant 
 membership in Ankeny UCC, please talk to Pastor Nathan. We are planning to start 
 new member classes in the coming week. 



 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Save the Date! 
 Please mark your calendar for our annual  Intergenerational Day Camp  , which will 
 be held on Saturday, June 18 (just five weeks away!) and Saturday, July 16 from 
 9:00am-noon. 

 Last Day of Sunday School Next Week! 
 Next week is the last day of Sunday School until the fall. Thank you to all the families 
 and teachers who have joined us in another complicated year! See you at 
 Intergenerational Day Camp and in church next fall! 

 Summer Music 
 It's been great having the choir back this spring. While their season concludes next 
 week, we'd love to have more music throughout the summer. We've already got some 
 lined up, but if you express your love of God and neighbor in song, talk to Nancy or 
 Pastor Nathan about what we could do together. 

 Caring Within: 
 Treasurer Transition: 
 This is Sally's final year as treasurer, so it’s time to start our succession planning. Do you 
 have experience with financial statements or bookkeeping? We'd love to talk to you 
 about overseeing our bookkeeper and our books. Email Sally at 
 treasurer@ankenyucc.org  and start the conversation. 

 Serving Beyond: 
 Donation Garden 
 Mark's spread a new layer of compost, a lot of our plants are in the ground, and Gale's 
 acquired some new water totes to catch rain runoff. That means garden season is in full 
 swing! Over the past 8 years, we've donated literally tons of food to food pantries and 
 seniors without access to gardens, and we've learned a lot about organic farming 
 methods along the way. If you want to join in the journey this year, email the office and 
 get on our garden mailing list! 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic.  When  we have communion, it will 
 be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know 
 that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. 
 If you are moved by our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we 
 invite you to share them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where they can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and 
 how to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our commissioning, we link all that we do to our core identity: a Welcoming Church 
 Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 

 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 602 SE Delaware Ave 

 Ankeny, IA 50021 
 (515)-964-4647 


