
 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 A welcoming church family 
 Exploring progressive Christian theology 
 Caring within and serving beyond 
 An Open And Affirming Church 

 May 1, 2022, 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 A Welcoming Church Family 
 No matter who you are, 

 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 
 you are invited and welcome here! 



 3rd Sunday of Easter  May 1, 2022 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and are welcomed as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship (from Psalm 34) 
 © Order of St. Helena, used with Permission 

 O  NE  :  Proclaim with me the greatness of God; let us  exalt God’s Name together. 
 A  LL  :  Look upon the Most High and be radiant, and let  not our faces be 
 ashamed. 
 O  NE  :  I called in my affliction, and God heard me and  saved me from all my troubles. 
 A  LL  :  Taste and see that God is good; happy are they  who trust in the Most 
 High! 
 O  NE  :  Keep your tongue from evil-speaking and your  lips from lying words. 
 A  LL  :  Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue  it. 
 O  NE  :  In this place, with these people, come and join  us as we welcome God, we 
 welcome our questions, and we welcome all those who might sojourn together with us. 
 A  LL  :  To all who hear our voices, we say: Come and  Worship! 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Alleluia (2x) 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 



 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 
 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care. 
 We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there. 

 Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and 
 join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need. 

 Scripture: Acts 1:6–8 (CEB) 
 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to 
 restore the kingdom to Israel now?” Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or 
 seasons that the Father has set by his own authority.” Rather, you will receive power 
 when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
 all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 Choir Anthem  "Come Taste the Goodness of the Lord" 

 Sermon                        "Welcoming New Lives"  -Pastor Nathan 

 *Hymn #253 (black)  "Yours Is the Glory, Resurrected One!" 



 Service of Holy Communion 
 Prayer of Confession 
 O  NE  :  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is not in us. 
 A  LL  :  When we confess our sins, God is faithful and  just and will forgive our 
 sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 O  NE  :  Siblings in Christ, let us ask for the forgiveness we need. 
 A  LL  :  Gracious and most merciful God, we come to you  knowing there are 
 things we ought to do that we do not do, and things that we do that we 
 ought not to do. Hear these, our confessions and hopes for reconciliation. 
 We confess that we have sinned against you and sinned against our 
 neighbors. We have neglected your Holy Spirit within us, and not allowed it 
 to grow and change us as we might. We have not used this, your church, to 
 build your realm together. We confess that we do not welcome all of your 
 children into our community. We do not see Christ in the faces of people 
 suffering and crying out for justice around us. We claim to be allies, but fall 
 silent when our support might make us targets. Even as we see our earth 
 temperature rising and disasters coming ever more frequently, we do not 
 care for your creation. God of mystery and mercy, we most humbly repent. 
 Build your Holy Spirit in us and lead us into reconciliation and hope. 

 Silence 

 Assurance of Pardon 
 O  NE  :  Friends, hear the good news. As surely as Christ  defeated death upon the cross, 
 God gives us the power to build new lives in this world. You are forgiven to live into 
 your calls to live lives of justice and reconciliation. Amen. 
 A  LL  :  Thanks be to God. 

 Invitation to the Table 
 Today, we will be distributing the elements from the table and in the narthex. No matter 
 who you are or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this 
 table. 



 *Communion Prayer 
 O  NE  :  God be with you. 
 A  LL  :  And also with you. 
 O  NE  :  Lift up your hearts. 
 A  LL  :  We lift them to God. 
 O  NE  :  Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
 A  LL  :  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 O  NE  :  Holy God, you have brought us to this table of  reconciliation and remembrance as 
 a resurrection people. We thank you for giving us this story and for all our ancestors in 
 faith who have stewarded it over the centuries. We thank you for the people who set 
 this table and welcomed each of us when we most needed to be reminded of your 
 peace and your presence. As we live into your new commandment to love one another, 
 breathe your Holy Spirit into these symbols of your eternal invitation, that we might 
 seek and welcome the people who need them most. Amen. 

 Telling the Story 
 Sharing the Elements 
 Giving Thanks for the Feast 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the  world) 

 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #245 (black) The Day of Resurrection (v. 3) 
 Now let the heavens be joy-ful, let earth its song be-gin, 

 the whole world keep high tri-umph, and all that is there-in; 
 Let all things seen and un-seen their notes of glad-ness blend, 

 for Christ a-gain has ris-en, our joy that has no end. 
 Postlude 



 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday 5/1  Monday 5/2  Sat 5/7 
 9:30am CE  10am Deacons Mtg  9am Spring Clean-up Day! 
 10:30am Worship  Tuesday 5/3  Sunday 5/8 

 1pm Book Study  9:30am CE 
 10:30am Worship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Amy Hutter 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 



 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Spring Clean Up 
 Saturday, May 7  (this coming Saturday!) is our annual spring clean-up day. We plan to 
 work from 9:00am-noon. Come for whatever your schedule allows. Rain date is 5/14. 

 Save the Date! 
 Please mark your calendar for our annual  Intergenerational  Day Camp  , which will 
 be held on Saturday, June 18 and Saturday, July 16 from 9:00am-noon. 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 New Book Study 
 We postponed the start of our study on  The Great Emergence  by Phyllis Tickle until 
 Tuesday. Want to learn about the church's "Great Rummage Sales?" Tuesdays at 1pm. 

 Caring Within: 
 Ankeny Community Chorus Spring Concert! 
 Friday, May 6th at 7:30pm 
 Prairie Ridge Church, 825 NW 36th St, Ankeny (accepting free will donations) 

 ACSD English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Family Night! 
 Monday, May 9th, 6:00-8:00pm 
 Northview Middle School (1302 North Ankeny Blvd.) 
 This event will help ESOL families learn more about the district and available community 
 resources. Please bring your child’s Chromebook. Dinner will be provided. 
 https://www.ankenyschools.org/announcements/save-the-date-esol-family-night-may-9/ 

 Treasurer Transition: 
 This is Sally's final year as treasurer, so it’s time to start our succession planning. Do you 
 have experience with financial statements or bookkeeping? Looking for a flexible 
 volunteer opportunity that works with your schedule? Please reach out to Sally at 
 treasurer@ankenyucc.org  with any questions or to express your interest. 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading,  Blue cards  for  acolytes and administrative duties). As 
 we get our feet under us in our return to in-person worship, we have changed some of 
 our practices for the time being, but are easing in on others. 

 We continue to be aware of the ongoing pandemic, and so continue to modify some of 
 our practices during the service.  When we have communion,  it will be available on the 
 way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from the table  . Know that no matter who 
 you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. If you are moved by 
 our worship to offer your gifts to our work on God's behalf,  we invite you to share 
 them in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how 
 to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 

 In our time of announcements, we endeavor to link all that we do to our core identity 
 areas of being a Welcoming Church Family, Exploring Progressive Christian Theology, 
 Caring Within, and Serving Beyond. 


