
Ankeny United Church of Christ
A welcoming church family
Exploring progressive Christian theology
Caring within and serving beyond
An Open And Affirming Church

April 10, 2022, 6th Sunday in Lent
Merely Christian

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



6th Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday April 10, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome

*Processional Hymn #213 (black) "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna"

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Congregational Preparation: Our Darkness is Never Darkness (2x)
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Our dark-ness is nev-er dark-ness in your sight:
the deep-est night is clear as the day-light.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Scripture: Matthew 21:1–11 (CEB)
When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
gave two disciples a task. He said to them, “Go into the village over there. As soon as
you enter, you will find a donkey tied up and a colt with it. Untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, say that their master needs them.” He sent them off
right away. Now this happened to fulfill what the prophet said, Say to Daughter Zion,
“Look, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey, and on a colt the
donkey’s offspring.”The disciples went and did just as Jesus had ordered them. They
brought the donkey and the colt and laid their clothes on them. Then he sat on them.
Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm branches off the
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds in front of him and behind him shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred up. “Who is this?” they asked. The crowds answered, “It’s the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”

Choir Anthem "Hosanna to the Son of David"

Sermon: Merely Christian: Beyond Personality -Pastor Nathan

*Hymn #216 (black) "All Glory, Laud, and Honor"

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)

*Benediction



*Benediction Response: #75 (black) Lord, Make Me More Holy (v. 1)
Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more

ho-ly, un-til we meet a-gain. Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly un-til we meet a-gain.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar

Sunday,4/10 Monday, 4/11 Sunday, 4/17
9:30am CE 7:15pm Trustees Mtg 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt
10:30am Worship Tuesday, 4/12 10:30am Worship (outside!)
12:00pm Jr Youth CE 1:00pm Mere Christianity

Wednesday, 4/13
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 4/14
7:00pm Tenebrae Service

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Easter Worship
We are worshiping OUTDOORS next week (unless it
rains)! We're going to have some food and an Easter
Egg Hunt at 10:00am. Thanks for all the Easter Egg
surprises you've brought (and to the Scouts for
helping to fill them). If you would like to contribute to
food and fellowship, you can sign up to bring handheld
items like muffins, donuts, granola bars, water bottles, juice boxes, etc. on the sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board or online using the following Google form:
https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Tenebrae
This week, we remember the last days of Jesus's life. In some church traditions, that
means having a different service every night of the week, culminating in an Easter Vigil.
Here, we gather as Jesus's disciples did on Maundy Thursday (named for Jesus's new
mandatum, or command, at the Last Supper to love one another). We use the
opportunity of our gathering to have what is traditionally a Good Friday service,
Tenebrae. Tenebrae is a chance to read and remember the last moments of Jesus's life
and consider their implications for our world. We'll gather at 7:00 pm.

https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8


Theologian in Residence Conference
Registration is now open for the 2022 Theologian in Residence weekend April 23-24,
2022. “The Faith of Prophets: Lessons for the Climate Crisis” features Rev. Dr. Brooks
Berndt, Minister of Environmental Justice for the national United Church of Christ. This
will be a Zoom event. For more information or to register, please see the flyer on the
bulletin board or go to:
https://www.amesucc.org/2022-theologian-in-residence.html

Please note that TWO SEPARATE registrations are required, one for the national
webinar Saturday morning and the other for the remaining events. All events are free
and open to the public.

Serving Beyond:
David Thoreson: Over the Horizon-An Explorer's Journey Into the Climate Crisis
The Plymouth UCC Creation Care & Justice Coalition is
hosting David Thoreson, a sailor, explorer, and climate
activist from Iowa at Plymouth Church on Sunday, May 1, at
1:30 p.m. for a Creation Care presentation. David will
present his photos documenting the impacts of global
warming.  If you can't attend his presentation, please stop
by between now and May 1 to see the display of David's
compelling photographs located in the Plymouth Gallery
(4126 Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines).

Volunteers Needed
Hope Ministries will be serving and delivering 1,000+ meals to people in need
throughout the Des Moines area on SATURDAY, APRIL 16 and they are looking for
volunteers (13 or older). They need people to serve onsite as well as driver teams to
help deliver meals around Des Moines. More information is available at
www.hopeiowa.org.

https://www.amesucc.org/2022-theologian-in-residence.html
http://www.hopeiowa.org


April Coin Collection: Heifer International
Heifer International works to end hunger and
poverty in partnership with the communities
they serve. Their programs support
entrepreneurs around the world, creating
lasting change from the ground up. It begins
with a seed investment of livestock or
agriculture, followed by mentorship to help
project participants build a business, and
ultimately to gain access to supply chains and

markets. Families are able to earn a living income and continuously lift up their
communities as they train the next generation of leaders. By supporting and training the
world's farmers, ranchers, and female business owners, Heifer International invests in a
new breed of success.  For more information, go to www.heifer.org.

http://www.heifer.org


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties). As
we get our feet under us in our return to in-person worship, we have changed some of
our practices for the time being, but are easing in on others.

We have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and we invite you and whoever you
are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, we continue to encourage mask-wear during the service. When we have
communion, it will be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from
the table. Know that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the
table is set for you. Likewise, we invite you to share any offerings you may have in the
plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit. You are invited to sing along with
our hymns during the service.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how
to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.


