
Ankeny United Church of Christ
A welcoming church family
Exploring progressive Christian theology
Caring within and serving beyond
An Open And Affirming Church

April 3, 2022, 5th Sunday in Lent
Merely Christian

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



5th Sunday in Lent April 3, 2022
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship (From Psalm 68:4-11)
© Order of St. Helena, used with permission

ONE: We sing praises to your holy Name; we exalt the One who rides upon the
heavens; yours is the Name in which we rejoice!
ALL: Guardian of orphans, defender of widows, God, in your holy habitation!
ONE: You give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom, but the rebels
shall live in dry places.
ALL: O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched
through the wilderness,
ONE: The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the
God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
ALL: You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; you refreshed
the land when it was weary.
ONE: Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made
provision for the poor.
ALL: You gave the word; great was the company of those who bore the
tidings.

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Congregational Preparation: Our Darkness is Never Darkness in Your Sight
© Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Our dark-ness is nev-er dark-ness in your sight:
the deep-est night is clear as the day-light.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again



Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Child-ren come, to share and listen, children come with those who care.
We'll be with you in your grow-ing; when you go, we'll still be there.

Wheth-er you are glad and ea-ger or you'd rath-er sit and read; come and
join us for a mo-ment; may it be just what you need.

Choir Anthem "Take Root in My Heart"

Scripture  Matthew 26:6–13 (CEB)
When Jesus was at Bethany visiting the house of Simon, who had a skin disease, a
woman came to him with a vase made of alabaster containing very expensive perfume.
She poured it on Jesus’ head while he was sitting at dinner. Now when the disciples saw
it they were angry and said, “Why this waste? This perfume could have been sold for a
lot of money and given to the poor.” But Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said,
“Why do you make trouble for the woman? She’s done a good thing for me. You always
have the poor with you, but you won’t always have me. By pouring this perfume over my
body she’s prepared me to be buried. I tell you the truth that wherever in the whole
world this good news is announced, what she’s done will also be told in memory of her.”

Sermon           Merely Christian: On Christian Behavio(u)r -Pastor Nathan



Service of Holy Communion (from the UCC Book of Worship)

Prayer of Confession
ONE: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
ALL: When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
ONE: Siblings in Christ, in the words of the psalmist, let us ask for the forgiveness we
need.
ALL: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to
your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from
our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your
salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Amen.

SILENCE

Assurance of Pardon
ONE: Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and has promised to bring you to
everlasting life.
ALL: Amen. Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and has promised to
bring you to everlasting life.
ONE: Amen.

*Hymn #330 (Black) "Let Us Break Bread Together"

Invitation to the Table
Today, we will be distributing the elements from the table and in the narthex. No matter
who you are or where you are on life's journey, know that you are welcome at this
table.
ONE: Luke the evangelist wrote of our risen Savior, who at the table with two of the
disciples took bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. Their eyes were
opened, and they recognized the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.



ALL: In company with all believers in every time and beyond time, we come
to this table to know the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.

*Communion Prayer
ONE: God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
ONE: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to God.
ONE: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
ONE: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to every
living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift of life itself. We
thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us when we act as though you
have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your steadfast care.
We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was born of
your servant Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know it.
We remember Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and, in the beloved
community of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of history.
We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit in our midst. We offer
you our praise for women and men of faith in every age who stand as witnesses to your
love and justice. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all the company of
heaven, we glorify you:
ALL: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of
your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
our God!  Hosanna in the highest!

Telling the Story

Sharing the Elements

Giving Thanks for the Feast

Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)



*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #75 (black) Lord, Make Me More Holy (v. 1)
Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more ho-ly. Lord, make me more

ho-ly, un-til we meet a-gain. Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly un-til we meet a-gain.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.

Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
Sunday 4/3 Monday, 4/4 Sunday 4/10
9:30am CE 10:00am Deacons Meeting 9:30am CE
10:30am Worship Tuesday, 4/5 10:30am Worship
12:00pm Jr Youth CE 1:00pm Mere Christianity 12:00pm Jr Youth CE

Wednesday, 4/6
12:00pm Ecumenical Prayer Service for Peace
7:00pm Mere Christianity
7:00pm Choir Practice

http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
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A Welcoming Church Family:
Changing Mask Policy
Masks are welcome, but no longer required.

Easter Preparations
As part of the Easter celebration we are asking parishioners to bring something to share
and items to put in Easter eggs (candy, stickers, toys) for the children.  There is a paper
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or you can sign up online using the Google form.
Please drop off items for the Easter eggs by next Sunday, April 10.
https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Ecumenical Prayer Service for Peace
Churches from around Ankeny will gather at Our Lady's Immaculate Heart at noon on
Wednesday, April 6, to join in prayers for peace in Ukraine and across the world. We
invite you to join us if you are able.

Serving Beyond:
Ankeny School Board
Join your AMOS core team to advocate for Ankeny students who find themselves out of
the mainstream at Monday's school board meeting; talk with Sue Broadbooks for details.

https://forms.gle/qZuBez8YxiBcXdmw8


A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards,
collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person
in our body (Red cards for reading, Blue cards for acolytes and administrative duties). As
we get our feet under us in our return to in-person worship, we have changed some of
our practices for the time being, but are easing in on others.

We have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and we invite you and whoever you
are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, we continue to encourage mask-wear during the service. When we have
communion, it will be available on the way into the sanctuary as well as distributed from
the table. Know that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the
table is set for you. Likewise, we invite you to share any offerings you may have in the
plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you exit. You are invited to sing along with
our hymns during the service.

If you collect a Red Card, you are invited to look over your reading, come to the front
during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by
announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how
to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together).

If you take the Acolyte Card, we invite you to take the candle-lighters in the back during
the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame
held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the
service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar
candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame
on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick.


