
 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 A welcoming church family 
 Exploring progressive Christian theology 
 Caring within and serving beyond 
 An Open And Affirming Church 

 January 9, 2022, 1st Sunday after Epiphany 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 1st Sunday after Epiphany  January 9, 2022 

 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship 
 “Suspended Between” by Rev. Linda Barnes 

 O  NE  :  Suspended between all that was and all that might  be, we struggle to find this very 
 moment—to live this very moment. 

 A  LL  :  Let us sit together for a moment, and savor this  moment. Let us relish 
 this between time where past meets future. Let us harbor a faith that 
 reminds us that right now, right here, is enough. 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 



 Congregational Preparation: O Come and Let Us Sing to God 
 © Taizé, licensed by GIA Publications.. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182) 

 Gath-er with us chil-dren e-v-ery-where, near and far where'er you be. 
 This is you-r own place of wel-l-come, it is you we lo-ng to see. 

 Reading Excerpt from Rachel Remen’s book “My Grandfather’s Blessings” 

 “On Friday afternoons when I would arrive at my grandfather's house after school, the 
 tea would already be set on the kitchen table. After we had finished our tea my 
 grandfather would set two candles on the table and light them. Then he would have a 
 word with God in Hebrew. Sometimes he would speak out loud, but often he would 
 close his eyes and be quiet. I would sit and wait patiently because the best part of the 
 week was coming. I would stand in front of him and he would rest his hands lightly on 
 the top of my head. He would begin by thanking God for me and for making him my 
 grandpa. He would specifically mention my struggles during that week and tell God 
 something about me that was true. Each week I would wait to find out what that was. If 
 I had made mistakes during the week, he would mention my honesty in telling the truth. 
 If I had failed, he would appreciate how hard I had tried. If I had taken even a short nap 
 without my nightlight, he would celebrate my bravery in sleeping in the dark. 
 Then he would give me his blessing and ask the long-ago women I knew from his many 
 stories—Sarah, Rachel, Rebekah, and Leah—to watch over me. 
 These few moments were the only time in my week when I felt completely safe and at 
 rest. My family of physicians and health professionals were always struggling to learn 
 more and to be more. It seemed there was always more to know. It was never enough. 
 If I brought home a 98 on a test from school, my father would ask, "And what happened 
 to the other two points?" I pursued those two points relentlessly throughout my 
 childhood. But my grandfather did not care about such things. For him, I was already 
 enough. And somehow when I was with him, I knew with absolute certainty that this 
 was so. 

 Sermon  "Settling Down the Hustle" -Rev. Erin Gingrich 



 Hymn  "Just as Long as I Have Breath" 
 Lyrics by Alicia S. Carpenter, © 1981; used with permission of the Estate of Alicia Carpenter. 



 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #130 (black) From Heaven unto Earth I Come (v 4,5) 
 My heart for ver-y joy now leaps; my voice no long-er si-lence keeps; 

 I too must join the an-gel throng to sing this joy-ous cra-dle song. 
 "Glo-ry to God," the an-gels sing, "and peace on earth," let heav-en ring. 
 With voic-es raised we greet the birth: a glad new year to all the earth. 

 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 



 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday 
 9:30am Christian Ed 
 10:30am Worship 

 Monday 
 7:15pm Trustees 
 Wednesday 
 4:45pm Junior Youth CE 

 Sunday 
 9:30am Christian Ed 
 10:30am Worship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 
 Cantor 
 Brad Church 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Garrison Hazen 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 

 Caring Within: 
 AMOS: 
 AMOS (A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy) invites you to a presentation and conversation 
 about Polk County Health Services' Children's Crisis Services Mental Health System. At 
 Resurrection Lutheran Church in Ankeny or streamed online on January 9 at 1pm. 
 (Mask are strongly encouraged) 

 Serving Beyond: 
 1619 Project: 
 Have a strong passion for social justice? If so, you may be interested in attending a 
 session from the 1619 Project. This project will take place January 24-March 7 (no 
 meeting February 14) from 6:30-8:15 PM on Mondays live on Zoom. Sign up online at 
 Plymouth UCC's website under the News tab. 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading, White cards for  the advent wreath,  Blue cards  for 
 acolytes and administrative duties). As we get our feet under us in our return to 
 in-person worship, we have changed some of our practices for the time being, but are 
 easing in on others. 

 We have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and  we invite you and whoever you 
 are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews  . Due to the ongoing 
 pandemic, please wear a mask during the service.  We  are distributing communion on 
 the way into the sanctuary  , rather than circulating  and serving communion during the 
 liturgy. Know that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table 
 is set for you. Likewise,  we invite you to share any  offerings you may have in the plates 
 outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit.  As  we wear masks, you are invited to 
 sing along with our hymns  during the service. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how 
 to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 


