
 Ankeny United Church of Christ 
 A welcoming church family 
 Exploring progressive Christian theology 
 Caring within and serving beyond 
 An Open And Affirming Church 

 December 26, 2021, 1st Sunday after Christmas 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 1st Sunday after Christmas  December 26, 2021 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Sung Call to Worship 
 #224 (red)  "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: O Come and Let Us Sing to God 
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 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 



 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Sung Children’s Sermon 
 #138 (black)  Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good (v 1-3, 6) 

 Scripture  Proverbs 23:22–25 (CEB) 
 Listen  to  your  father,  who  gave  you  life;  don’t  despise  your  elderly  mother.  Buy  truth  and 
 don’t  sell  it;  buy  wisdom,  instruction,  and  understanding.  The  father  of  the  righteous  will 
 be  very  happy;  the  one  who  gives  life  to  the  wise  will  rejoice.  Your  father  and  your 
 mother will rejoice; she who gave you birth will be happy. 

 Hymn #151 (black)  'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 Homily  "Christmas Continues"  -Pastor Nathan 
 Hymn #248 (red)  On This Day, Earth Shall Ring 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Benediction Response: #130 (black) From Heaven unto Earth I Come (v 3,4) 
 My heart for ver-y joy now leaps; my voice no long-er si-lence keeps; 

 I too must join the an-gel throng to sing this joy-our cra-dle song. 
 "Glo-ry to God," the an-gels sing, "and peace on earth," let heav-en ring. 
 With voic-es raised we greet the birth: a glad new year to all the earth. 



 Postlude 

 You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church 
 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is 

 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual 
 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are. 

 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 
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 A Welcoming Church Family: 
 Continuing Prayer: 
 Of thanks to Judy and Nancy for planning the Service of the Longest Night. For Brad, 
 Joan, Stephanie, and Peg for coaching our youth and helping to prepare the Christmas 
 Pageant. For the youth of the church for taking their work seriously. For travelers at 
 Christmas. For all of us, in the new surge of COVID-related anxiety and the more than 
 9,000 people who died of COVID last week. 

 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Luminous Darkness: An Advent Exercise to Embrace Every Part of You 
 by Mike Morrell: 
 Perhaps the way we receive the blessings latent in this Advent season is not to chase 
 away the darkness that we would hide, deny, and repress in ourselves and our current 
 circumstances — but instead to embrace it. Swiss psychologist Carl Jung concurred, 
 allegedly saying “What you resist, persists. What you embrace, dissolves.” Read on  here. 

 Caring Within: 
 Embracing a Mindset of Abundance from Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota 
 Conferences of the UCC: 
 In the midst of this holiday season, ACM Rev. Samantha Houser invites us to embrace a 
 mindset of abundance in a time where many things in life seem or are scarce. How do 
 you see the scarcity mentality appearing in your life? How does it shape your 
 relationship with God? There are many ways that we hold onto the scarcity mindset and 
 Rev. Houser offers the reminder that today and every day, you are enough. You are 
 designed by the creator and are worthy of joy and peace and satisfaction. Visit our 
 website for a  full transcript  of the video. 

 Offerings: 
 As always,  if you're used to giving during the offering, we invite you to visit the  online 
 offering plate  at the appropriate time during the  service,  or you can bring your offerings 
 to the church or our mission partners. 



 A Message from Sally: 
 If you wish to have your contributions included on your 2021 Giving Statement please 
 get your donations in by the end of the month.  If you donate at church, the last Sunday 
 of the month is December 26  th  .  If you mail in your  donation, please mail in time for us 
 to receive by December 31  st  .  If you donate online  you will need to do so by December 
 31  st  .  If you have any questions about your donations,  please contact me at 
 Treasurer@ankenyucc.org  or call 515-480-3651.  Also  please remember to let us know 
 where you want your donation allocated.  If it is not stated, it will be allocated to the 
 General Fund.  Thank you for your generous donations of time, talent and treasure. 

 Covid Help: 
 We encourage you and your families to receive the vaccine as you are able, especially 
 with the delta variant now the most prevalent in central Iowa. 

 From Polk County Health Department: 
 You can find their upcoming vaccination clinics and sign up  at this link 
 https://www.immunizepolk.com/appointment/en/clinic/search 

 Serving Beyond: 
 Salvation Army Red Kettles: 
 The Salvation Army kettles are out in the community.  Please support them. 

 Christmas Fund: 
 Each year we collect offerings on the Sunday before Christmas and on Christmas Eve for 
 the Christmas Fund which is used to support clergy who served at a time when there 
 were limited or no pension funds and those who have crisis needs. Mark your check or 
 your donation to ensure this goes to the proper fund. 

 December Coin Collection: 
 The Native American Heritage Association is the designated group to receive our coin 
 offerings for November and December.  The fund helps meet many needs on Native 
 American reservations including housing and food. 



 Prayer Doesn't Change Things We Do, a message from Progressive Christian Theology: 
 Let me be honest.  A year ago, we weren’t sure if our organization would survive.  We, 
 like so many religious nonprofits, have had to accept the changing realities of funding, as 
 our traditional funding sources have evaporated.  Many organizations would have given 
 up, but we decided that this work was too important.  I love the above quote from 
 Oswald Chambers because it reminds us that we can’t just hope that God will intervene 
 and save us… we have to work to change the things that are important to us. 

 So, over the past year, through a great deal of determination, volunteer hours, and hard 
 work, we have begun to turn things around at ProgressiveChristianity.org and we are 
 certain that we will survive.  However, if we are going to do the work that’s really 
 needed – to confront the incredibly harmful and exclusionary theology proliferated by 
 fundamentalists, while we spread the Gospel of God’s radical love – we need to not only 
 survive, we need to thrive.  We have a number of exciting things planned for 2022 that 
 will greatly expand our impact, including a new podcast and some exciting video 
 resources… but, if they’re going to come to fruition, we need your help. 

 If you’re looking to make a year-end donation, we’d be very grateful if you’d consider 
 ProgressiveChristianity.org.  If you’re interested in supporting us on an ongoing basis, 
 you might consider setting up a recurring donation.  A recurring donation of $20/month 
 could make a monumental difference for us. 



 A note on our worship: 

 In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are 
 called to be in this place. We encourage that through our use of Service Cards, 
 collected on the way into the sanctuary. These worship tasks can be done by any person 
 in our body (  Red cards  for reading, White cards for  the advent wreath,  Blue cards  for 
 acolytes and administrative duties). As we get our feet under us in our return to 
 in-person worship, we have changed some of our practices for the time being, but are 
 easing in on others. 

 We have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and  we invite you and whoever you 
 are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews  . Due to the ongoing 
 pandemic, please wear a mask during the service.  We  are distributing communion on 
 the way into the sanctuary  , rather than circulating  and serving communion during the 
 liturgy. Know that no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, the table 
 is set for you. Likewise,  we invite you to share any  offerings you may have in the plates 
 outside the doors to the sanctuary  as you exit.  As  we wear masks, you are invited to 
 sing along with our hymns  during the service. 

 If you collect a  Red Card  , you are invited to look  over your reading, come to the front 
 during the music before your reading, and invite the congregation into the reading by 
 announcing where you can follow along in the bulletin, the title of your reading, and how 
 to follow along (silently, responsively, or all together). 

 If you take the  Acolyte Card  , we invite you to take  the candle-lighters in the back during 
 the Prelude at the opening of the service, process down the center aisle with the flame 
 held high, light the candles on the altar, and then return to the back. At the end of the 
 service, take the candle lighters front again, light them from the altar, douse the altar 
 candles, and process out bearing the light of Christ into the world. To put out the flame 
 on the candle-holder, first blow it out, then retract the wick. 


