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No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life·s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



1st Sunday in Lent November 28, 2021
*SignifieV Whe UeTXeVW Wo UiVe in bod\ oU VpiUiW

Gathering (AV Ze aUUiYe Wo ZoUVhip God, Ze gUeeW neZ and old fUiendV)
ChildUen aUe inYiWed Wo paUWicipaWe in oXU ZoUVhip and Zelcome aV loYed, VTXiUm\,
laXghing, cU\ing, childUen of God. A VWaffed nXUVeU\ iV alVo alZa\V aYailable.

Words of Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
VOICE 1: O God, Ze lighW Whe fiUVW candle of AdYenW. (lighW fiUVW candle)
VOICE 2: We kindle iW ZiWh hope. We long foU \oX Wo come Wo oXU ZoUld, Wo bUeak
WhUoXgh and Ueign ZiWh compaVVion, jXVWice, and peace.
VOICE 1: We UemembeU WimeV Ze longed foU God Wo be pUeVenW Wo XV, WhiV congUegaWion,
and WhiV ZoUld. We Uecall«
(We paXVe Zhile membeUV of Whe congUegaWion Vpeak oXW WimeV Whe\ pUa\ed foU hope).

VOICE 2: The pUopheW IVaiah alVo cUied Wo God Wo WeaU open heaYen and come doZn. He
called God·V people Wo do UighW. IVaiah called Whem Wo be UefaVhioned like cla\ b\ God,
Whe poWWeU. ThiV AdYenW, Ze call oXW Wo God.

ALL: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps us from
you. We ask for your mercy and reform us in your image. This Advent, visit
us with your justice, love, and peace. Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide
our path through gloom of night; Bear within us Wisdom·s glory; Come to
us, O Christ the Light. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace (We VhaUe Whe hope foU peace ZiWh one anoWheU)

Congregational Preparation: In Te Confido
� Tai]p, licenVed b\ GIA PXblicaWionV.. RepUinWed ZiWh peUmiVVion ZiWh OneLicenVe.neW licenVe A-726589



FolloZing Whe VilenW pUa\eU, Ze Zill Ving again

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord·s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Children·s Sermon
AV Whe\ gaWheU, Whe congUegaWion VingV oXU Zelcoming Vong (WXne 182)

Gath-er with us chil-dren e-v-ery-where, near and far where'er you be.
This is you-r own place of wel-l-come, it is you we lo-ng to see.



Scripture Matthew 24: 32-44
´LeaUn WhiV paUable fUom Whe fig WUee. AfWeU iWV bUanch becomeV WendeU and iW VpUoXWV
neZ leaYeV, \oX knoZ WhaW VXmmeU iV neaU. In Whe Vame Za\, Zhen \oX Vee all WheVe
WhingV, \oX knoZ WhaW Whe HXman One iV neaU, aW Whe dooU. I aVVXUe \oX WhaW WhiV
geneUaWion Zon·W paVV aZa\ XnWil all WheVe WhingV happen. HeaYen and eaUWh Zill paVV
aZa\, bXW m\ ZoUdV Zill ceUWainl\ noW paVV aZa\. ´BXW nobod\ knoZV Zhen WhaW da\ oU
hoXU Zill come, noW Whe heaYenl\ angelV and noW Whe Son. Onl\ Whe FaWheU knoZV. AV iW
ZaV in Whe Wime of Noah, Vo iW Zill be aW Whe coming of Whe HXman One.In WhoVe da\V
befoUe Whe flood, people ZeUe eaWing and dUinking, maUU\ing and giYing in maUUiage, XnWil
Whe da\ Noah enWeUed Whe aUk. The\ didn·W knoZ ZhaW ZaV happening XnWil Whe flood
came and VZepW Whem all aZa\. The coming of Whe HXman One Zill be like WhaW. AW WhaW
Wime WheUe Zill be WZo men in Whe field. One Zill be Waken and Whe oWheU lefW. TZo
Zomen Zill be gUinding aW Whe mill. One Zill be Waken and Whe oWheU lefW. TheUefoUe, VWa\
aleUW! YoX don·W knoZ ZhaW da\ Whe LoUd iV coming. BXW \oX XndeUVWand WhaW if Whe head
of Whe hoXVe kneZ aW ZhaW Wime Whe Whief ZoXld come, he ZoXld keep aleUW and ZoXldn·W
alloZ Whe Whief Wo bUeak inWo hiV hoXVe. TheUefoUe, \oX alVo VhoXld be pUepaUed, becaXVe
Whe HXman One Zill come aW a Wime \oX don·W knoZ.

Sermon "Keep Grinding" -Pastor Nathan
Hymn #118 (black) "Of the Parent's Heart Begotten"

Commissioning (We VhaUe Whe chXUch'V acWionV in Whe ZoUld)
*Benediction

*Benediction Response: #122 (black) Come, O Long-Expected Jesus (v 1,3)
Come, O long-ex-pec-ted Je-sus, born to set all peo-ple free;

From our fears and sins re-lease us; grant us your true lib-er-ty.
Born all peo-ple to de-liv-er, born a child, you came to reign!
Born to rule on earth for-ev-er, come, be known to us a-gain.

Postlude



YoX aUe a YalXed paUW of Whe famil\ of God jXVW aV \oX aUe. We aW Anken\ UniWed
ChXUch of ChUiVW celebUaWe Whe diYeUViW\ oXU CUeaWoU haV giYen all people. OXU

commXniW\ iV incompleWe and bUoken Zhen oXU ViblingV in ChUiVW aUe e[clXded becaXVe
of WheiU Ve[Xal oUienWaWion, gendeU idenWiW\, ph\Vical abiliW\, menWal abiliW\, Uace, age,

naWionaliW\, faiWh backgUoXnd, UelaWionVhip VWaWXV, famil\ VWUXcWXUe, economic ViWXaWion, oU
an\ of Whe nXmeUoXV oWheU aVpecWV of idenWiW\ WhaW make XV each Zho Ze aUe. YoXU

diffeUenceV make \oX XniTXe and VhoXld be celebUaWed in God·V famil\. YoX aUe
ZondeUfXll\ and pXUpoVefXll\ made in Whe image of oXU CUeaWoU, and \oX haYe a place

heUe in felloZVhip ZiWh oWheU membeUV of God·V ChXUch. ThiV iV a place ZheUe \oX can
pUaiVe, TXeVWion, ZoUVhip, laXgh, moXUn, doXbW, ZondeU, celebUaWe, and oWheUZiVe liYe aV
paUW of a commXniW\ ZiWh oWheU people Veeking God and loYing WheiU neighboUV. We Whe
membeUV of Anken\ UCC pUomiVe Wo affiUm \oXU ZoUWh aV an indiYidXal and \oXU place

in oXU commXniW\. YoX aUe jo\oXVl\ Zelcomed Wo join XV jXVW aV \oX aUe.

Church Activities:
OXU fXll calendaU iV online aW hWWp://ZZZ.anken\Xcc.oUg/anken\-Xcc-google-calendaU
Sunday
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Sunday
9:30 am ChUiVWian Ed
10:30am WoUVhip
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Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:



Religion and BipolaU DiVoUdeU b\ GeoUge Hofmann, VhaUed ZiWh XV b\ PUogUeVViYe
ChUiVWianiW\:
"... I·Ye had a complicaWed UelaWionVhip ZiWh Ueligion. AW WimeV I fXll\ embUaced Whe idea of
God, aW oWheUV I compleWel\ UejecWed Ueligion aV meUe delXVion. I neYeU Veemed
ambiYalenW aboXW faiWh, bXW I alZa\V changed m\ mind aV m\ moodV coaleVced inWo
fXUioXV \eW inVpiUing mi[ed epiVodeV, epiVodeV in Zhich mania and depUeVVion occXU
WogeWheU, WhaW lefW me fXll of UeligioViW\ and ZUeVWling ZiWh big TXeVWionV and VXpeUnaWXUal
foUceV«
« We aUe an inTXiViWiYe and doXbWing bXnch, Vo Ze·ll alZa\V WU\ Wo XVe oXU UeaVon Wo
VeWWle VXch TXeVWionV. BXW Ze·Ue inclined WoZaUd VpiUiWXaliW\ aV Zell. And foU man\, VpiUiW
WUanVcendV UeaVon and leadV Wo gUeaWeU XndeUVWanding. A mi[ed epiVode can Wake XV
WheUe aV Zell, oU iW can leaYe XV dUeadfXll\ deVpeUaWe. HoZ Ze appUoach, make Uoom foU
and hold Whe occXUUence of pUiYaWe UeligioXV pUacWice in Whe WUeaWmenW of bipolaU
diVoUdeU, hoZ Ze Veek Wo amelioUaWe Whe aVpecWV of bipolaU diVoUdeU WhaW make XV VXffeU
and Xphold Whe aVpecWV of bipolaU diVoUdeU WhaW UeinfoUce XV, can make all Whe diffeUence
in oXU abiliW\ Wo liYe meaningfXl liYeV of VeUYice and healWh." Click heUe Wo Uead Whe fXll
aUWicle!

Caring Within:
Thank YoX!
We ZoXld like Wo Va\ "Thank YoX" Wo oXU DeaconV and Whe oWheU people Zho helped Wo
decoUaWe Whe SancWXaU\ \eVWeUda\.

Ma\oU'V TUee LighWing and FiUeZoUkV - noZ Da]]ling in Whe DiVWUicW:

DaWe: 12/04/2021 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
ThiV eYenW iV noZ paUW of Da]]ling in Whe DiVWUicW. The Ma\oU'V TUee LighWing and
fiUeZoUkV Zill VeUYe aV Whe finale Wo Da]]ling in Whe DiVWUicW. The eYenW iV locaWed aW The
DiVWUicW aW PUaiUie TUail in Anken\. The commXniW\ iV inYiWed Wo conWinXe WhiV holida\
WUadiWion aW iWV neZ locaWion.

Join in Whe fXn aW Da]]ling in Whe DiVWUicW ZiWh SanWa, kidV acWiYiWieV, mini phoWo VeVVionV, a



holida\ VcaYengeU hXnW ZiWh gUeaW pUi]e giYeaZa\V, WUee lighWing and fiUeZoUkV. The eYenW
Zill be held aW paUWicipaWing bXVineVVeV WhUoXghoXW The DiVWUicW inclXding Whe Anken\
KiUkendall PXblic LibUaU\. The libUaU\ Zill be hoVWing a kidV dance paUW\, holida\ cUafWV and
moUe! TheUe Zill be fXn, feVWiYe acWiYiWieV all da\. The eYenW Zill ZUap Xp ZiWh Ma\oU
GaU\ LoUen] lighWing Whe big WUee in ToZn STXaUe PaUk along ZiWh a VpecWacXlaU fiUeZoUkV
finale aW 6:30 p.m. Anken\ Police and FiUe Zill alVo be in Whe ToZn STXaUe PaUk fUom
6-6:30 p.m. LeaUn moUe aboXW Da]]ling in Whe DiVWUicW aW hWWpV://fb.me/e/1WYEHOYE6.

Serving Beyond:
Can MindVpUing coXnW on \oXU help?
MindVpUing haV had a VXcceVVfXl and bXV\ \eaU, VeUYing 106,144 people in oYeU 70
coXnWUieV! OXU gUoZWh led XV Wo Ue-define commXniW\, engaging people aUoXnd Whe ZoUld
aUoXnd Whe Vame gUeaW pXUpoVe, enhancing aZaUeneVV and knoZledge of menWal healWh.
So noZ Ze ZoXld like Wo aVk \oX, a YalXed membeU of oXU XniTXe commXniW\, Wo help
MindVpUing MenWal HealWh Alliance conWinXe oXU impacW. If \oX haYe enjo\ed oXU
pUogUamming and haYe Whe meanV aYailable, Ze inYiWe \oX Wo VXppoUW MindVpUing ZiWh a
Wa[-dedXcWible conWUibXWion b\ DecembeU 31VW, 2021.
YoXU donaWion pla\V a YiWal Uole in impUoYing Whe TXaliW\ of life foU oXU fUiendV, famil\
membeUV, and neighboUV. YoXU donaWion, hoZeYeU laUge oU Vmall, Zill go a long Za\
WoZaUd bXilding a fXWXUe of UecoYeU\, UeVpecW, and oppoUWXniW\ foU an\one in need of
menWal healWh edXcaWion and infoUmaWion.
WiWh WaUm RegaUdV,
Thank \oX on behalf of Whe boaUd of diUecWoUV, VWaff, and dedicaWed YolXnWeeUV aW
MindVpUing MenWal HealWh Alliance.
$300= A Zeek of ZebinaUV (aYeUage 1,800 paUWicipanWV)
$100= A one-hoXU hoXU commXniW\ edXcaWion pUeVenWaWion (OXU aYeUage ZebinaU
paUWicipaWion iV aUoXnd 600 paUWicipanWV)
$50= 104 neZVleWWeUV diVWUibXWed
$35= CUiViV CaUdV foU 67 people
DonaWe heUe oU We[W ́ MindVpUing2021µ Wo 202-858-123



A note on our worship:

In Anken\ UCC, Ze encoXUage Whe Hol\ SpiUiW Wo floZ in oXU VeUYice Wo all Zho aUe
called Wo be in WhiV place. AV Ze geW oXU feeW XndeU XV in oXU UeWXUn Wo in-peUVon
ZoUVhip, Ze haYe changed Vome of oXU pUacWiceV foU Whe Wime being.

FiUVW, Ze haYe limiWed oXU VancWXaU\ capaciW\ VomeZhaW, and Ze inYiWe \oX and ZhoeYeU
\oX aUe ZoUVhiping ZiWh Wo Vpace \oXUVelYeV aUoXnd oXU peZV. DXe Wo Whe ongoing
pandemic, pleaVe ZeaU a maVk dXUing Whe VeUYice.

Second, Ze aUe diVWUibXWing commXnion on Whe Za\ inWo Whe VancWXaU\, UaWheU Whan
ciUcXlaWing and VeUYing commXnion dXUing Whe liWXUg\. KnoZ WhaW no maWWeU Zho \oX aUe,
oU ZheUe \oX aUe on life'V joXUne\, Whe Wable iV VeW foU \oX. LikeZiVe, Ze inYiWe \oX Wo
VhaUe an\ offeUingV \oX ma\ haYe in Whe plaWeV oXWVide Whe dooUV Wo Whe VancWXaU\ aV \oX
e[iW.

ThiUd, Ze aUe holding off on a UeWXUn Wo congUegaWional Vinging dXUing Whe VeUYice. We
miVV iW, Woo!

Finall\, iW'V noW \eW Wime Wo UeWXUn Wo oXU indooU felloZVhip Wime, bXW inYiWe \oX Wo
Vociali]e oXW of dooUV. PaVWoU NaWhan ZoXld be delighWed Wo Vee \oX WheUe folloZing Whe
VeUYice.


