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August   15,   2021,   12th   Sunday   after   Pentecost   
  

No   matter   who   you   are,   
no   matter   where   you   are   on   life’s   journey,   

you   are   invited   and   welcome   here!      



15th   Sunday   after   Pentecost    August   15,   2021  
* Signifies   the   request   to   rise   in   body   or   spirit   
  

Gathering    (As   we   arrive   to   worship   God,   we   greet   new   and   old   friends)   
Children   are   invited   to   participate   in   our   worship   and   welcome   as   loved,   squirmy,   
laughing,   crying,   children   of   God.   A   staffed   nursery   is   also   always   available.   
  

Words   of   Welcome   and   Responsive   Call   to   Worship     
*Psalm   145:13-22   
O NE :   Yours,   O   God,   is   an   everlasting   reign;   your   dominion   endures   throughout   all   ages.   
You   are   faithful   in   all   your   words   and   merciful   in   all   your   deeds.   
A LL :   You   uphold   all   those   who   fall;   you   lift   up   those   who   are   bowed   down.   
O NE :   The   eyes   of   all   wait   upon   you,   O   God,   and   you   give   them   their   food   in   due   season.   
A LL :   You   open   wide   your   hand   and   satisfy   the   needs   of   every   living   creature.   
O NE :   You   are   righteous   in   all   your   ways   and   loving   in   all   your   works.   
A LL :   You   are   near   to   those   who   call   upon   you,   to   all   who   call   upon   you   
faithfully.   
O NE :   You   fulfill   the   desire   of   those   who   fear   you;   you   hear   their   cry   and   help   them.   You   
preserve   all   those   who   love   you,   but   you   destroy   all   the   wicked.   
A LL :   My   mouth   shall   speak   your   praise,   O   God;   let   all   flesh   bless   your   holy   
Name   for   ever   and   ever.      
  

*Passing   of   the   Peace    (We   share   the   hope   for   peace   with   one   another)  
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Following   the   silent   prayer,   we   will   sing   again   
  

Prayers   of   the   People   
Silent   Prayer   
The   Lord’s   Prayer   

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   hallowed   be   thy   name,     
Thy   kingdom   come,   Thy   will   be   done,   on   earth   as   it   is   in   Heaven.   

Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread,   
And   forgive   us   our   sins   as   we   forgive   those   who   sin   against   us.   

And   lead   us   not   into   temptation,   but   deliver   us   from   evil,     
For   thine   is   the   kingdom   and   the   power   and   the   glory   forever.   Amen.   

  
Children’s   Sermon   
As   they   gather,   the   congregation   sings   our   welcoming   song   (tune   182)   

Gath-er   with   us   chil-dren   e-v-ery-where,   near   and   far   where'er   you   be.   
This   is   you-r   own   place   of   wel-l-come,   it   is   you   we   lo-ng   to   see.   

  
Scripture            Esther   1:10–12,   16-18,   21-22   



On   the   seventh   day,   when   wine   had   put   the   king   in   high   spirits,   he   gave   an   order   to   
Mehuman,   Biztha,   Harbona,   Bigtha,   Abagtha,   Zethar,   and   Carcas,   the   seven   eunuchs   who   
served   King   Ahasuerus   personally.   They   were   to   bring   Queen   Vashti   before   him   wearing   
the   royal   crown.   She   was   gorgeous,   and   he   wanted   to   show   off   her   beauty   both   to   the   
general   public   and   to   his   important   guests.   But   Queen   Vashti   refused   to   come   as   the   
king   had   ordered   through   the   eunuchs.   The   king   was   furious,   his   anger   boiling   inside.   
  

(The   king   talks   to   his   advisers)     
Then   Memucan   spoke   up   in   front   of   the   king   and   the   officials.   “Queen   Vashti,”   he   said,   
“has   done   something   wrong   not   just   to   the   king   himself.   She   has   also   done   wrong   to   all   
the   officials   and   the   peoples   in   all   the   provinces   of   King   Ahasuerus.   This   is   the   reason:   
News   of   what   the   queen   did   will   reach   all   women,   making   them   look   down   on   their   
husbands.   They   will   say,   ‘King   Ahasuerus   ordered   servants   to   bring   Queen   Vashti   before   
him,   but   she   refused   to   come.’   This   very   day,   the   important   women   of   Persia   and   Media   
who   hear   about   the   queen   will   tell   the   royal   officials   the   same   thing.   There   will   be   no   
end   of   put-downs   and   arguments.   
  

(the   king   plans   to   outlaw   Vashti   and   mandate   obedience)   
The   king   liked   the   plan,   as   did   the   other   men,   and   he   did   just   what   Memucan   said.   He   
sent   written   orders   to   all   the   king’s   provinces.   Each   province   received   it   written   in   its   
own   alphabet   and   each   people   received   it   in   its   own   language.   It   said   that   each   husband   
should   rule   over   his   own   house.   
  
  

Sermon             Inspired   by   Resistance   Stories               -Pastor   Nathan     
  

Hymn "There   Is   a   Line   of   Women" v   3-6   
  



  
Commissioning (We   share   the   church's   actions   in   the   world)   
*Benediction   
  
  
  
  
  



*Benediction   Response:   #80   (black)   Savior,   Again   to   Your   Dear   Name   (v2)   
John   Ellerton,   1866,   alt   

Grant   us   thy   peace   up-on   our   home-ward   way;     
with   thee   be-gan,   with   thee   shall   end   the   day;   

Guard   thou   the   lips   from   sin,   the   hearts   from   shame,     
that   in   this   house   have   called   up-on   thy   name.   

Postlude   
  

You   are   a   valued   part   of   the   family   of   God   just   as   you   are.   We   at   Ankeny   United   Church   
of   Christ   celebrate   the   diversity   our   Creator   has   given   all   people.   Our   community   is   

incomplete   and   broken   when   our   siblings   in   Christ   are   excluded   because   of   their   sexual   
orientation,   gender   identity,   physical   ability,   mental   ability,   race,   age,   nationality,   faith   
background,   relationship   status,   family   structure,   economic   situation,   or   any   of   the   

numerous   other   aspects   of   identity   that   make   us   each   who   we   are.   Your   differences   
make   you   unique   and   should   be   celebrated   in   God’s   family.   You   are   wonderfully   and   

purposefully   made   in   the   image   of   our   Creator,   and   you   have   a   place   here   in   fellowship   
with   other   members   of   God’s   Church.   This   is   a   place   where   you   can   praise,   question,   

worship,   laugh,   mourn,   doubt,   wonder,   celebrate,   and   otherwise   live   as   part   of   a   
community   with   other   people   seeking   God   and   loving   their   neighbors.   We   the   members   

of   Ankeny   UCC   promise   to   affirm   your   worth   as   an   individual   and   your   place   in   our   
community.   You   are   joyously   welcomed   to   join   us   just   as   you   are.   

  
Church   Activities:  
Our   full   calendar   is   online   at   http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar   
Sunday   
10:30am   Worship   
  

Tuesday   
EmmanuALE   
  

Sunday   
10:30am   Worship   
11:30am   Party   
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Pastor     
Nathan   Willard   
Office   Manager   
Gemmy   Sigma   
  
  
  

      
office@ankenyucc.org   
pastor@ankenyucc.org   
(515)   964-4647   

     ankenyucc   

    @ankenyucc   

  
Caring   Within   
Church   Building   Policy:   
Due   to   increasing   COVID   numbers   in   Polk   County,   we   are   once   again   asking   everyone   
to   wear   masks   in   the   building.   Our   Council   is   still   looking   for   other   things   that   we   could   
do   to   limit   the   spread   of   Covid.   We   will   keep   you   updated!   
  

Regathering   Party:   
We're   still   scheduled   to   have   a   party   after   worship   next   week;   we'll   have   space   to   eat   
outdoors   (and   that's   where   the   Outside   Scoop   ice   cream   truck   will   be!).   Come   and   
enjoy   the   prairie,   the   people,   and   the   three   choices   of   main   course!   And   the   ice   cream!   
  

Serving   Beyond:   
Our   Garden   Update:   (Aug   12,   2021)   
Last   night   we   harvested   5   and   one   half   lbs   of   sweet   peppers,   salad   tomatoes   and   
cucumbers   along   with   30   lbs   of   tomatoes.   Finished   by   watering   to   help   the   transplants   
and   new   seeds   get   established.   Took   all   35.5   lbs   to   Impact   this   morning.-   Gale   

    



A   note   on   our   worship:   
  

In   Ankeny   UCC,   we   encourage   the    Holy   Spirit    to   flow   in   our   service   to   all   who   are   
called   to   be   in   this   place.   As   we   get   our   feet   under   us   in   our   return   to   in-person   
worship,   we   have   changed   some   of   our   practices   for   the   time   being.   
  

First,   we   have   limited   our   sanctuary   capacity   somewhat,   and    we   invite   you   and   whoever   
you   are   worshiping   with   to   space   yourselves   around   our   pews .   Due   to   the   ongoing   
pandemic,   please   wear   a   mask   during   the   service.   
 
Second,    we   are   distributing   communion   on   the   way   into   the   sanctuary ,   rather   than   
circulating   and   serving   communion   during   the   liturgy.   Know   that   no   matter   who   you   are,   
or   where   you   are   on   life's   journey,   the   table   is   set   for   you.   Likewise,    we   invite   you   to   
share   any   offerings   you   may   have   in   the   plates   outside   the   doors   to   the   sanctuary    as   you   
exit.     
 
Third,    we   are   holding   off   on   a   return   to   congregational   singing    during   the   service.   We   
miss   it,   too!     
 
Finally,   it's   not   yet   time   to   return   to   our   indoor   fellowship   time,   but   invite   you   to   
socialize   out   of   doors.    Pastor   Nathan   would   be   delighted   to   see   you   there   following   the   
service.     


