
Ankeny United Church of Christ
A welcoming church family
Exploring progressive Christian theology
Caring within and serving beyond
An Open And Affirming Church

May 16, 2021, 7th Sunday in Easter
The Church in Action and Recognition Sunday

No matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey,

you are invited and welcome here!



7th Sunday in Easter May 16, 2021
*Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit

Gathering (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new and old friends)
Children are invited to participate in our worship and welcome as loved, squirmy,
laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery is also always available.

Words of Welcome and Responsive Call to Worship
*Psalm 136:1-12 (©Order of St. Helena)
ONE: Give thanks to the Holy One who is good, give thanks to the God of gods,
ALL: for God’s mercy endures for ever.
ONE: Give thanks to the Ruler of Rulers, Who only does great wonders,
ALL: for God’s mercy endures for ever.
ONE: Who by wisdom made the heavens, Who spread out the earth upon the waters,
ALL: for God’s mercy endures for ever.
ONE: Who created great lights, the sun to rule the day, the moon and stars to govern
the night,
ALL: for God’s mercy endures for ever.
ONE: Who struck down the firstborn of Egypt and brought out Israel from among them
with a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm,
ALL: for God’s mercy endures for ever.

*Passing of the Peace (We share the hope for peace with one another)

Congregational Preparation: Alleluia
By John Bell ©2012 Wild Goose Resource Group. Reprinted with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589

Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-u-ia.
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia.

Following the silent prayer, we will sing again



Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayers of Recognition
Thanks to the following people and more for help with worship, music, and Christian

Education this year.

Bruce Beckwith
Jeanette Beckwith
Laura Beckwith
Sue Broadbooks
Tom Broadbooks
Brad Church
Peg Colton
Janet Ferrone
Paul Ferrone
Gale Gilbert
Marlis Gilbert
Ryan Henzi

Jakob Henzi
Katelyn Henzi
Stephanie Henzi
Jack Howieson
Jenn Howieson
Rosie Howieson
Grace Lockie
James Lockie
Sara Lockie
John MacDonald
Mike Marcketti
Joan Moore

Nancy Pingel
Tom Rupp
Scot Storjohann
Anneke Schut
Elle Street
Jen Street
Martha Willard
Teddy Willard
Paige Wonderly
Beth Yale
Mark Howieson
Marilyn Howieso

Children’s Sermon
As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming song (tune 182)

Gath-er in with us chil-dren e-v-ery-where, near and far where'er you be.
This is your own place of we-l-come, it is you we lo-ng to see.



Scripture  Acts 10:9–28 (CEB)
At noon on the following day, as their journey brought them close to the city, Peter
went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted to eat. While others were
preparing the meal, he had a visionary experience. He saw heaven opened up and
something like a large linen sheet being lowered to the earth by its four corners. Inside
the sheet were all kinds of four-legged animals, reptiles, and wild birds.A voice told him,
“Get up, Peter! Kill and eat!” Peter exclaimed, “Absolutely not, Lord! I have never eaten
anything impure or unclean.” The voice spoke a second time, “Never consider unclean
what God has made pure.”
This happened three times, then the object was suddenly pulled back into heaven. Peter
was bewildered about the meaning of the vision. Just then, the messengers sent by
Cornelius discovered the whereabouts of Simon’s house and arrived at the gate. Calling
out, they inquired whether the Simon known as Peter was a guest there. While Peter
was brooding over the vision, the Spirit interrupted him, “Look! Three people are
looking for you. Go downstairs. Don’t ask questions; just go with them because I have
sent them.” So Peter went downstairs and told them, “I’m the one you are looking for.
Why have you come?”
They replied, “We’ve come on behalf of Cornelius, a centurion and righteous man, a
God-worshipper who is well-respected by all Jewish people. A holy angel directed him
to summon you to his house and to hear what you have to say.” Peter invited them into
the house as his guests. The next day he got up and went with them, together with
some of the believers from Joppa. They arrived in Caesarea the following day.
Anticipating their arrival, Cornelius had gathered his relatives and close friends. As Peter
entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in order to honor him. But
Peter lifted him up, saying, “Get up! Like you, I’m just a human.” As they continued to
talk, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. He said to them, “You all
realize that it is forbidden for a Jew to associate or visit with outsiders. However, God
has shown me that I should never call a person impure or unclean.

Sermon "It's Always the People" -Pastor Nathan



Commissioning (We share the church's actions in the world)
*Benediction
*Congregational Response: #241 (black) Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day v3
Translated by John Mason Neale, 1851

O Sov-ereign One, with us a-bide in this our joy-ful Eas-ter-tide;
From ev-every weap-on death can wield, your own re-deemed for-ev-er shield.

Postlude

You are a valued part of the family of God just as you are. We at Ankeny United Church
of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has given all people. Our community is

incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental ability, race, age, nationality, faith
background, relationship status, family structure, economic situation, or any of the

numerous other aspects of identity that make us each who we are. Your differences
make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s family. You are wonderfully and

purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and you have a place here in fellowship
with other members of God’s Church. This is a place where you can praise, question,

worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and otherwise live as part of a
community with other people seeking God and loving their neighbors. We the members

of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our
community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just as you are.



Church Activities:
Our full calendar is online at http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar
Sunday
9:30am Junior Youth
9:30am Multiage
10:30am Worship

Wednesday
7:30pm New Members
Sunday
9:45am Outdoor Sunday
School

10:30am Pentecost
Worship
11:30am Fellowship

Choir Director
Laura Beckwith
Accompanist
Paige Wonderly
Organist
Nancy Pingel
Cantor
Brad Church

Pastor
Nathan Willard
Office Manager
Gemmy Sigma

office@ankenyucc.org
pastor@ankenyucc.org
(515) 964-4647

ankenyucc

@ankenyucc



A Welcoming Church Family:
New Member Classes
Our New Member class continues on Wednesday night at 7:30 via zoom. Folks should
(mostly) have gotten their red books by now, and we hope you'll have a few more
questions as we discuss Ankeny UCC, how it works, and what it means to be a member
of it.

Exploring Progressive Christian Theology:
Pentecost
Next week, we celebrate Pentecost! That means wearing some red as we decorate the
sanctuary for the day, and preparing to have some new people join the church as a result
of confirmation.

Caring Within:
Cleanup
Thanks to everyone who helped out with the Spring Cleanup yesterday! Thanks
especially to Bruce for agreeing to haul away the branches, to Tom Broadbooks for
climbing up on the roof to clean out gutters and branches, and to Marlis, Laura, Gale,
Teddy, Tom Rupp, and Don for their varied tasks around the church.

Serving Beyond:
Strengthen the Church
If you read the inserts in the bulletin, you'll see some of the projects the UCC funded
with Strengthen the Church grants from the collection we take up on Pentecost every
year. This fund helps congregations to figure out new ways of ministering to the changing
world around us, and in 2020 helped hundreds of congregations to adapt to the
challenges of COVID-19. In this year and coming years, our offerings will go to finding
out what church means in a post-pandemic world.



A note on our worship:

In Ankeny UCC, we encourage the Holy Spirit to flow in our service to all who are
called to be in this place. As we get our feet under us in our return to in-person
worship, we have changed some of our practices for the time being.

First, we have limited our sanctuary capacity somewhat, and we invite you and whoever
you are worshiping with to space yourselves around our pews. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, please wear a mask during the service.

Second, we are distributing communion on the way into the sanctuary, rather than
circulating and serving communion during the liturgy. Know that no matter who you are,
or where you are on life's journey, the table is set for you. Likewise, we invite you to
share any offerings you may have in the plates outside the doors to the sanctuary as you
exit.

Third, we are holding off on a return to congregational singing during the service. We
miss it, too!

Finally, it's not yet time to return to our indoor fellowship time, but invite you to
socialize out of doors. Pastor Nathan would be delighted to see you there following the
service.


