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 An Open And Affirming Church 

 April 11, 2021, 2nd Sunday in Easter 
 The Church in Action 

 No matter who you are, 
 no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are invited and welcome here! 



 2nd Sunday in Easter  April 11, 2021 
 *  Signifies the request to rise in body or spirit 

 Gathering  (As we arrive to worship God, we greet new  and old friends) 
 Children are invited to participate in our worship  and welcome as loved, squirmy, 
 laughing, crying, children of God. A staffed nursery  is also always available. 

 Words of Welcome and Sung Call to Worship 
 *Hymn #253  (black)  "Yours Is the Glory, Resurrected  One" 

 *Passing of the Peace  (We share the hope for peace  with one another) 

 Congregational Preparation: Alleluia 
 By John Bell ©2012 Wild Goose Resource Group. Reprinted  with permission with OneLicense.net license A-726589 

 Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-u-ia. 
 Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia. 

 Following the silent prayer, we will sing again 

 Prayers of the People 
 Silent Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it  is in Heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin  against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  evil, 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 
 As they gather, the congregation sings our welcoming  song (tune 182) 

 Gath-er with us chil-dren e-v-ery-where, near and  far where'er you be. 
 We will wel-come you, and show you hope God brings  from se-a to sea. 



 Scripture  Acts 1:1–11 (CEB) 
 Theophilus,  the  first  scroll  I  wrote  concerned  everything  Jesus  did  and  taught  from  the 
 beginning,  right  up  to  the  day  when  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven.  Before  he  was  taken 
 up,  working  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Jesus  instructed  the  apostles  he  had  chosen. 
 After  his  suffering,  he  showed  them  that  he  was  alive  with  many  convincing  proofs.  He 
 appeared  to  them  over  a  period  of  forty  days,  speaking  to  them  about  God’s  kingdom. 
 While  they  were  eating  together,  he  ordered  them  not  to  leave  Jerusalem  but  to  wait  for 
 what  the  Father  had  promised.  He  said,  “This  is  what  you  heard  from  me:”  John  baptized 
 with  water,  but  in  only  a  few  days  you  will  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit.”  As  a  result, 
 those  who  had  gathered  together  asked  Jesus,  “Lord,  are  you  going  to  restore  the 
 kingdom  to  Israel  now?”  Jesus  replied,  “It  isn’t  for  you  to  know  the  times  or  seasons 
 that  the  Father  has  set  by  his  own  authority.”  Rather,  you  will  receive  power  when  the 
 Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you,  and  you  will  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  in  all  Judea 
 and  Samaria,  and  to  the  end  of  the  earth.”  After  Jesus  said  these  things,  as  they  were 
 watching,  he  was  lifted  up  and  a  cloud  took  him  out  of  their  sight.  While  he  was  going 
 away  and  as  they  were  staring  toward  heaven,  suddenly  two  men  in  white  robes  stood 
 next  to  them.  They  said,  “Galileans,  why  are  you  standing  here,  looking  toward  heaven? 
 This  Jesus,  who  was  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  will  come  in  the  same  way  that  you 
 saw him go into heaven.” 

 *Psalm 133 (seedbed Psalter)  Tune: 40 black 
 How good it is, and pleasant, too—A witness pure  and right; 

 When families live in unity,Together in delight. 
 It is like oil poured on the headand running down  the beard; 

 Which, running down on Aaron’s beard, E’en to his  robes appeared. 
 It’s like if Hermon’s dew uponMount Zion would be  poured; 

 For there the Lord their blessing gives—E’en life  forevermore. 

 Sermon  Being Witnesses  -Pastor Nathan 

 Invitation to Give 



 Offertory 
 *Congregational Response #781 (tune #7 black) 

 Praise God from whom all bless-ings flow; 
 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

 Praise Holy Spirit, evermore; One God, Triune, whom  we adore. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 A  LL  :  God, in this season of Easter, as we search out  the meaning of Christ, we 
 dedicate these gifts to following his command to be  his witnesses in the 
 world. Amen. 

 Commissioning  (We share the church's actions in  the world) 
 *Benediction 

 *Congregational Response: #241 (black) Joy Dawned  Again on Easter Day v3 
 Translated by John Mason Neale, 1851 

 O Sov-ereign One, with us a-bide in this our joy-ful  Eas-ter-tide; 
 From ev-every weap-on death can wield, your own re-deemed  for-ev-er shield. 

 Postlude 
 You are a valued part of the family of God just as  you are. We at Ankeny United Church 

 of Christ celebrate the diversity our Creator has  given all people. Our community is 
 incomplete and broken when our siblings in Christ  are excluded because of their sexual 

 orientation, gender identity, physical ability, mental  ability, race, age, nationality, faith 
 background, relationship status, family structure,  economic situation, or any of the 

 numerous other aspects of identity that make us each  who we are. Your differences 
 make you unique and should be celebrated in God’s  family. You are wonderfully and 

 purposefully made in the image of our Creator, and  you have a place here in fellowship 
 with other members of God’s Church. This is a place  where you can praise, question, 

 worship, laugh, mourn, doubt, wonder, celebrate, and  otherwise live as part of a 
 community with other people seeking God and loving  their neighbors. We the members 

 of Ankeny UCC promise to affirm your worth as an individual and your place in our 
 community. You are joyously welcomed to join us just  as you are. 



 Church Activities: 
 Our full calendar is online at  http://www.ankenyucc.org/ankeny-ucc-google-calendar 

 Sunday 
 9:30am Junior Youth 
 10:00am Multiage 
 10:30am Worhship 
 11:30am Zoom 
 Fellowship 

 Choir Director 
 Laura Beckwith 
 Accompanist 
 Paige Wonderly 
 Organist 
 Nancy Pingel 

 Monday 
 7:15 Trustees 
 Wednesday 
 7:30pm Confirmation 

 Pastor 
 Nathan Willard 
 Office Manager 
 Gemmy Sigma 

 Sunday 
 9:30am Junior Youth 
 10:00am Multiage 
 10:30am Worship 
 11:30am Zoom 
 Fellowship 

 office@ankenyucc.org 
 pastor@ankenyucc.org 
 (515) 964-4647 

 ankenyucc 

 @ankenyucc 



 Exploring Progressive Christian Theology: 
 A Character with True Character: Compassion as a Step We can All Take Toward 
 Inclusivity by Walt Shelton, shared with us by Progressive Christianity: 
 "...What really stands out in retrospect is my grandfather’s  compassion, which is simply a 
 word to characterize love-based, meaningful action.  Most of his diverse customers had 
 one thing in common: they were hard-working people  who needed transportation to 
 work so that they could get by and care for their  families.  Many of them could not 
 afford to pay cash on the spot for a car or obtain  financing. 
 I recall Granddaddy often asking what a person who  was in dire need of a car could pay 
 on a weekly basis.  This approach led to his weekly  Saturday morning practice of opening 
 his office for the sole purpose of customers making  weekly payments without interest, 
 usually in cash because most of them had no bank account.  He kept envelopes full of 
 cash with names on one side and a handwritten ledger  on the other noting payments..." 
 Click  here  to read the full article. 

 Caring Within: 
 Thank You! 
 We would like to say Thank You to Tom and the Trustees for getting the church ready 
 for in-person worship with their set up of the sneeze guard for the podium. 

 New Horizons Adult Day Center's Capital Campaign: 
 The Center is aiming to raise 1 million dollars in the next 3 years for their Capital 
 Campaign. Their participants can't wait to begin gardening- watching what they plant 
 grow into beautiful flowers as well as healthy snacks to enjoy with their friends. They are 
 looking through catalogs to find outdoor games and equipment to enjoy together. All of 
 these things enrich their lives; and the Center is glad to have our support. 



 Empowering Iowa Families, a story shared with us by LSI: 
 Gaylene was overwhelmed raising three young boys. Finances were strained and she and 
 her partner, José, worked hard to make ends meet. Suddenly, well into her second 
 trimester, Gaylene learned she was pregnant with her daughter, Julieanna. Left with less 
 time to prepare her home for a fourth child, Gaylene was stressed at the thought of 
 welcoming a little girl into a house with three energetic older brothers. And once 
 Julieanna was born, Gaylene began experiencing postpartum  depression. 
 Gaylene enrolled in LSI Early Childhood Services for help, and she and José began 
 meeting with their LSI worker, Kellie. She provided the family with age-appropriate ideas 
 and developmental activities for the kids, and served as a shoulder to lean on whenever 
 Gaylene or José needed guidance or advice. Gaylene recently graduated from college 
 with a degree in early childhood education, and her family is thriving. Gaylene also 
 graduated out of LSI services last year. The family still keeps in touch with Kellie, and 
 Gaylene says she will forever be grateful for the support she received when times were 
 difficult. 
 “We got so used to Kellie coming to our home for five years, it’s going to be different. 
 But now I know where to turn and how to help my family down the road,” Gaylene says. 
 “I feel like Kellie and LSI actually care about people and parents.” 

 Serving Beyond: 

 Join Camp Courageous' on their Upcoming Events: 

 Omelet Breakfast Drive-Thru: 
 When: Sunday, April 25th, 8:00 am-Noon 
 For: Ham & cheese or cheese omelet, 2 sausage patties, and applesauce 
 Cost: $10/ order 
 Where: At Camp Courageous 



 Spring Cleaning "Grab-Bag" Sale: 
 Camp Courageous is doing some spring cleaning and having a  T-shirt "Grab Bag" sale  . 
 We are offering T-shirts in sizes SM-XL from past  Camp Courageous Sprint Triathlon 
 events in several fun colors for sale for  only $5  . You pick the size and we "grab" the 
 color. There are a few dri-fit, some 50/50 blend, and some ultra soft. 
 What a fun surprise to get your t-shirt in the mail! If you aren't into surprises, call Becky 
 at 319-465-5916 ext. 2130 for your color choice or email  becky@campcourageous.or  g  . 
 At this fabulous price buy several! Shop online  here  . 

 Support Hope Ministries with their Volunteer Opportunities, or donate the items from 
 their Wishlist: 

 Group Volunteer Opportunity 
 We have a current need for groups to help out at our "Kids Nite" each Tuesday and 
 Thursday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. through the month of April. We're looking for four or five 
 people each night to interact with children in need of lots of love. The activities are 
 planned by the children’s ministry coordinator and Bible lessons are taught by our 
 regular M25 volunteers. Women, men and youth 13 yrs+ are all welcome! 
 If this is of interest to you and your group, please  email Leslie Green  and we can pick 
 some dates that might work for your group. 

 Women’s Ministry 
 We would love to be able to bless the women and alumni at the Hope Center for 
 Women and Children with gifts for Mother’s Day. Check out our  Amazon Charity List 
 for the frames and crosses we would love to have. These can be purchased directly off 
 the list and will ship to us. 


